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Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 5, 2024 

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We 
are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of 

servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. 
Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ 
invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the 

mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 

Gathering 
Prelude     

*Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. 
Amen. 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
Immersed in the promises of baptism, 
let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your voice thundered over the deep 
and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
into freedom’s land. 
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
entered your boundless baptismal life. 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 



freeing us to live as Easter people. 
We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, 
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

*HYMN In Christ There Is No East or West #650 
 

*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie                                                                                                                                          pp. 147-148 
 
*Canticle of Praise                          This Is the Feast/Worthy is Christ                     pp. 149-150 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour 
into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain 
your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 
 

    Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING:  Acts 10:44-48 
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy 
Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews 
and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in 
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for 
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he 
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for 
several days. 
 



The word of the Lord.                                                                                                                                         

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 98 
Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands. (Ps. 98:4) 

 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 
 2O LORD, you have made | known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 
 4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing. R 
 5Sing to the LORD | with the harp, 
  with the harp and the | voice of song. 
 6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 
  shout with joy before the | king, the LORD. 
 7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 
  the world and those who | dwell therein. 
 8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to | judge the 
earth. 
 9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness 
  and the peo- | ples with equity. R 
 
SECOND READING:  1 John 5:1-6 
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s 
commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love 
and faith. 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 
loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when 
we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of 
God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is 
it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but 
with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the 
truth. 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation (ELW #174- Celtic Alleluia, sung before and after Pastor sings  
a verse)  



                                                                                                               
*GOSPEL READING: John 15:9-17 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the 
days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one 
another. 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you 
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may 
be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one 
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if 
you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant 
does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have 
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me 
but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the 
Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands 
so that you may love one another.” 
The gospel of the Lord, 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON Pastor Mark Boorsma 
 

*HYMN                                                            Holy God, Holy and Glorious ELW #637 
   

* NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 



he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of your 
Spirit and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments with our 
ecumenical and interreligious partners.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats and 
every kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help us to care 
for all your creatures.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders, that 
they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen international partnerships 
and cooperation.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by 
anxiety, depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in our care for 
one another. We pray especially for Larry, Woody, Shirley, Dean, Tom, Marianne, Mary, 
Kermit, Roger, Roger, Harold, and Cynthia. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 



Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this congregation 
that we may embody your love for the world. Inspire those who plan and lead worship, 
council members, committee members, and volunteers.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone 
before us. At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly banquet table.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 
We very much appreciate your continued giving and generosity at this time.  

Offering can be placed in the offering plate at the door. 
 

*OFFERTORY                                                   At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing                           vs. 1 #362 
 

* THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 



and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

*Blessing 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
 

*HYMN                                              O God beyond All Praising                                                       #880          
  
*DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
************************************************************************************* 

 

Assisting in Worship 
Lector: Pam Jacobsen 
Coffee: Larry & Mary Lahs, Deb Stolarcek 
Ushers: Randy & Deb Kolling 
 

The flowers near the altar are given in honor of my granddaughter, Aundria’s birthday 
and in memory of my sister, Elinor by Audrey Johannsen. 
 

Thank you to Jan Reshetar for the beautiful music this morning. 
 

Next Sunday, May 12th we will honor our high school graduates Derrek Laite and                       
Emily Heilman at a 9:00 a.m. reception hosted by the Friday Morning Bible Study and at 
the 10:00 a.m. worship service.  Please come and greet them. 
 
 

April Noisy Offerings to the Roof Fund were $2,257.25.  April Memorial gifts to the Roof 
Fund were $60.  During April the Little Free Pantry received $121. 



This Week at Salem 
Tuesday, May 7:   9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting                                 
Wednesday, May 8:  5:15 p.m. Endowment Committee Meeting 
Thursday, May 9:  3:00 p.m. Worship and Music Committee Meeting 
 Friday, May 10:  6:30 a.m. Friday Morning Bible Study 
Sunday, May 12: 9:00 a.m. Reception in honor of our High School Graduates  
                              10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
      
                             
It's Coming! The Celebration of the Ascension of our Lord Jesus! 
 On Thursday, May 9, at 5:30 pm you are invited to Ascension Lutheran to enjoy a meal of 
Spuds and Sundaes served by the Worship & Music Committee. Honored will be Gary 
Anderson, second quarter member recognition recipient and the three Ascension 
graduates: Alyssa Schmidt, Erin Boorsma and Jaxon Richards.  Ascension Day is not only 
central to our faith it is also a day Ascension’s founding members chose when naming our 
church. Please plan to join in and together we will 'raise' our faith for 'Living, Loving, 
Doing the will of God and Reaching out to All'! 
 

 
Pentecost Sunday, May 19th 
If you would like to share geraniums with Salem on Pentecost Sunday the cost is $6 each.  
Please fill out the form below and include payment to Salem Altar Guild. 
 
#_________ of geraniums                   Name:_____________________________________________________ 
 
____ will pick up                  ____ will not pick up 

 


