
Sunday, May 3, 2020 
Salem@Home 

 
Thank you for joining us as we gather together as the family of God. Please center your heart 

and mind on worship. Imagine you are sitting in your pew. Your friends are across the aisle. 

While we may not physically be in the same place, we are all together today in worship. 

 

Before you begin, please light a candle, place a bowl of water, flowers if available, 

and your Caring Cross in front of you.  

 

 
Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s gospel. 

The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still 

waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We go 

forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation. 



Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Loving Shepherd, you know our names; 
you care for us. 
When we face darkness and death, 
walk beside us. 
When we hunger for your love, 
fill us with your presence. 
When we are fearful, 
feed us at your table. 
May we dwell in the house of goodness and mercy all the days of our lives.  
Amen. 
 
 
RETURN TO OUR BAPTISM 
We begin our worship with water because we use water to baptize, and this is where our 
life in God’s promise begins.  We ask God to be present with us here in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 (Remember your baptism by dipping your finger in your water bowl and making the sign of 

the cross on your forehead as you repeat the following words.) 
 
I am God’s Child. I am loved. I am forgiven.  I have a place in God’s kingdom.  Walk wet in 
this promise of life.  Amen 
 
GREETING 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the 
valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the 
joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 



Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING ~ Acts 2:42-47 
42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 

  43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 

apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell 

their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by 

day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate 

their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the 

people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

 

GOSPEL READING ~ John 10:1-10 

[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate 

but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the 

shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his 

voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all 

his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his 

voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not 

know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 

understand what he was saying to them. 

  7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who 

came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the 

gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find 

pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 

life, and have it abundantly.” 

 

ELCA BOOK OF FAITH DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:  

(For those who have other people in your household, you may discuss these as a family. If you 

live alone, call a friend and discuss the questions with them!) 

1. What scares, confuses, or challenges me in this text? What do I have questions 

about? 

2. What delights me in this text? What is my favorite part, and why? 

3. What stories or memories does this text stir up in me? How does this story 

connect to my life? 

4. What is God up to in this text? What is God calling me to do or to be because of 

this message? 

 

 



CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS  

Penned up in our homes but united in the one flock of believers, we pray for the church, 

the earth, the world, and all in need, asking God our Shepherd using the words, “restore 

our life.” 

 

For the church, O God, we pray: that we will hear and follow your voice calling to us in the 

word; that bishops and pastors be sustained for their shepherding tasks; that churches 

devastated by the virus be upheld; that in this time churches find ways to continue their 

ministries of education and service: 



O God, faithful shepherd of the church, 

restore our life. 

 

For the earth we pray: that lands and waters be renewed; that animals and plants enjoy 

safe growth; that rain and soil nurture the fields; that drought and floods in Yemen be 

averted and locusts of Kenya cease their frenzy: 

O God, steadfast gardener of the earth, 

restore our life. 

 

For the nations of the world we pray: that heads of state and legislators cooperate for the 

good of all; that medical experts be heeded; that government moneys serve the nations’ 

greatest needs; that during Ramadan Muslims are granted release from prejudice: 

O God, fearless peacemaker of the nations, 

restore our life. 

 

For a world so economically divided, we pray: that the millions of those unemployed be 

given food and shelter now and jobs in the future; that children find a fruitful means of 

education; that refugees be safeguarded from violence and prejudice; that, inspired by the 

early Christians, those who have means become ever more generous to those who endure 

great want: 

O God, just protector of the poor, 

restore our life. 

 

For all in need we pray: that those afflicted with the coronavirus be cared for; that the sick 

be healed; that those in despair find hope; that those who are lonely be comforted; that 

medical workers be safeguarded; that those we name here receive the best possible care: 

(Duane, Mary, Darleen and all others on our hearts and minds today). 

O God, mighty healer of the sick, 

restore our life. 

 

For our own desires we pray: that like the shepherds Rachel and David, each tending their 

father’s flocks, we will be blessed for the fulfilling our tasks; and that you hear the cries of 

our hearts: 

O God, tender shepherd of each of us, 

restore our life. 

 

We praise you for those who have died in the faith. We pray that at our end, as sheep of 

your own fold, as lambs of your own flock, we will be gathered into your mercy, through 

Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 



O God, gateway to life, 

restore our life. 

 

Into your everlasting arms we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your care for 

us, through Jesus Christ, our guardian and friend. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

We very much appreciate your continued giving and generosity at this time. Checks may be 

mailed to the church. All mail is currently being held at the Albert Lea Post Office and will be 

picked up 1 – 2 times per week. Your offerings will remain secure. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Almighty God,  

you give us the joy of celebrating  

our Lord’s resurrection.  

Give us also the joys of life in your service,  

and bring us at last to the full joy of life eternal,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 



Sending 
BLESSING 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
  

DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 

 

Daily Bible Readings for next week: 

Monday, May 4, 2020: Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:17-23; 1 Peter 5:1-5 

Tuesday, May 5, 2020: Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:23-31; Hebrews 13:20-21 

Wednesday, May 6, 2020: Psalm 100; Jeremiah 23:1-8; Matthew 20:17-28 

Thursday, May 7, 2020: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Genesis 12:1-3; Acts 6:8-15 

Friday, May 8, 2020: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Exodus 3:1-12; Acts 7:1-16 

Saturday, May 9, 2020: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Jeremiah 26:20-24; John 8:48-59 



 


