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Salem@Home 

 
Thank you for joining us as we gather together as the family of God. Please center your heart 

and mind on worship. Imagine you are sitting in your pew. Your friends are across the aisle. 

While we may not physically be in the same place, we are all together today in worship. 

 

Before you begin, please light a candle, place a bowl of water, flowers if available, 

and your Caring Cross in front of you.  

 

 
 

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide with his 

disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ 

dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our 

gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen 

Christ in the world. 

 



Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Seeking peace in a broken world, 
but also knowing God’s peace through God’s presence, 
we pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Seeking peace in suffering, illness, and pain, 
but also feeling God’s peace through healing, prayer, and those who help, 
we pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Seeking peace through our distress, depression, isolation, and fear, 
but also feeling God’s peace through the words of loved ones 
and the hope we see in the world, 
we pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Seeking peace through the pain of worshipping separately, 
longing for our holy community to be gathering, 
but also feeling peace through God’s presence with each of us 
as we worship together distantly, 
we pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, loving Lord. 
We need you now, as we have needed you every day. 
We cannot live without you. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RETURN TO OUR BAPTISM 
We begin our worship with water because we use water to baptize, and this is where our 
life in God’s promise begins.  We ask God to be present with us here in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 (Remember your baptism by dipping your finger in your water bowl and making the sign of 

the cross on your forehead as you repeat the following words.) 
 
I am God’s Child. I am loved. I am forgiven.  I have a place in God’s kingdom.  Walk wet in 
this promise of life.  Amen 
 
GREETING 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your 
great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of 
your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING ~ Acts 17:22-31 
22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious 

you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of 

your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ 

What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the 

world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 

made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, 

since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he 

made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence 

and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they would search for 

God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one 

of us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets 

have said, 

 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or 

stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked 

the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 

repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in 



righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all 

by raising him from the dead.” 

 

GOSPEL READING ~ John 14:15-21 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I 

will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is 

the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows 

him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

  18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no 

longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will 

know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my 

commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be 

loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”  

 

REFLECTION 

Our religion and our religious practice must not be a monument to an unknown God. We 

do indeed live within the boundaries of our mortality and the limits of our knowledge. We 

know that we die. And right now we certainly do not know enough about the future. But 

we are not left simply to grope for God. Rather, within those boundaries — and within the 

boundaries of social distancing — Christ comes to us, making us alive together with him. 

In him we know God and that God is not far from any one of us. Christ has died to bring us 

to God. In our baptism Christ has made us a family, even if we are distant from each other. 

The Spirit poured out from his resurrection abides with us, binding us together. We see 

the living Christ in the word, a place of refreshment for us. And that word bids us not to 

fear, but gently and reverently to tell our world and our neighbors about the hope that is 

in us. 

 

CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 



he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS  
As we welcome our God into the sanctuaries of our homes, let us pray for all the needs of 
the world, responding to each petition with words that echo today’s psalm: “O God, hear 
us.” 
 
Abiding God, come into all the homes around the globe from which your people offer their 
prayer. Bless Christian leaders as they guide the church through this pandemic. Show our 
pastors and our church councils the way forward. Grant your grace also to the devout in 
other religions of the world, and show your kindness to all who search for you, whether 
within or outside the church. For this we pray: 
O God, hear us! 
 
Creating God, revitalize the health of oceans, rivers, lakes, springs, glaciers, and other 
bodies of water that give life to your creatures. Especially we pray for our local bodies of 
water (local bodies of water may be named). Form us unto a baptized body that protects 
the waters on which we rely. For this we pray: 
O God, hear us! 
 
 
 
 
 



Righteous God, instill in all the leaders of nations a desire for justice and the will to serve 
the oppressed. We pray especially for those nations in which dictatorship threatens the 
population. Guide our nation’s governors in their difficult pathway between the threat of 
disease and the dangers of scarcity and isolation. Bring our legislators into agreement 
about how to assist those in need. Give us patience in facing our current predicament. For 
this we pray: 
O God, hear us! 
 
Compassionate God, visit all who are in great need, those who suffer from the coronavirus, 
those living in loneliness and fear, those without jobs, and those who mourn their dead. 
Uphold those whose futures have been taken away from them. We pray for health care 
workers and for the residents in care homes, prisons, and refugee camps. For the 
countless persons who carry heavy burdens on their back, we pray, and we call out to you 
these names:  
For this we pray: 
O God, hear us! 
 
Benevolent God, give the world a vaccine. 
For this we pray: 
O God, hear us! 
 
Fatherly and motherly God, embrace all orphans. Support the agencies that attend to the 
world’s orphans. Shield orphaned children from traffickers. Give to all nations wisdom 
concerning the refugees who are children. Watch over all children whose usual care-givers 
are absent. Form us into your children who love all your whom you have made.  
For this we pray: 
O God, hear us! 
 
Loving God, once again each of us offers our personal praises and petitions. We pray for 
those we in name in our hearts before you (Duane, Mary, Darleen and all others on our 
hearts and minds today). We pray for Joann Iverson on the death of her brother, Kenneth 
Dulas.  
For this we pray: 
O God, hear us! 
 
Eternal God, your kingdom is here now, and it has no end. We remember the saints who 
have gone before us, especially those who have died of Covid-19, and those who 
remember in our hearts. Unite us forever in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
For this we pray: 
O God, hear us! 
 



With bold confidence in your love, merciful God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

The peace of Christ be with you all                                                                                                                                                                    

And also with you 
 
Take time to today to call, text, or write a friend or family member and share Christ’s peace 

with them!  

OFFERING 

We very much appreciate your continued giving and generosity at this time. Checks may be 

mailed to the church. All mail is currently being held at the Albert Lea Post Office and will be 

picked up 1 – 2 times per week. Your offerings will remain secure. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Almighty God, you give us the joy of celebrating our Lord’s resurrection. Give us also the 

joys of life in your service, and bring us at last to the full joy of life eternal, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 



 
Sending 

BLESSING 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 
 

 

 


