
 

 

 
 

 

About This Service 
This service developed in Jerusalem as a devotion to be undertaken by those wishing to walk 

in the footsteps of Jesus on Good Friday. In time it developed into 14 stations. Eight of these 

stations are based directly on the Gospel accounts of the crucifixion, while stations 3,4,6,7,9 

and 13 are inferred from the Gospels or taken from pious legends of the crucifixion. Where 

noted, prayers are from the Book of Common Prayer. The meditations and prayers were 

written by the Rev. Frank and Victoria Logue. 

 

 

 



Opening Devotions 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered 

pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully grant that 

we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life 

and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.1  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
1 Book of Common Prayer, page 99 



I. Jesus Is Condemned to Death 
 



 



Meditation 
Betrayed.  

Deserted.  

Alone.  

Jesus stands before an unjust judge. 

Dry palm branches crackle under the feet of the crowd. 

Soldiers rain down punches and crown him with thorns. 

Jesus is condemned to die. 
 

Mark 15:1 – 15  
As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders 

and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and 

handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He 

answered him, “You say so.” Then the chief priests accused him of many 

things. Pilate asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how many charges 

they bring against you.” But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was 

amazed. 

 

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom 

they asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had 

committed murder during the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to 

ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. Then he answered them, 

“Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” For he realized that 

it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief 

priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them 

instead. Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the 

man you call the King of the Jews?” They shouted back, “Crucify him!” Pilate 

asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 

“Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for 

them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.  
 

Prayer 
Lamb of God, who came to take away the sins of the world, you knew no sin 

and yet were sentenced to death. Assist me by your mercy to see the beam in 

my own eye and to remove it before I look to the speck in the eyes of others. 

This we pray in the name of Jesus, our crucified Lord, the King of Glory, the 

King of Peace. Amen. 



II. Jesus Takes up His Cross 
 

 



Meditation 
Splinters.  

Heavy, rough wood.  

The scent of the hill country. 

A single beam laid across the back of a carpenter. 

The crowd jeers.  

The procession to the place of the skull begins. 
 

 

 

John 19:6, 15-17a 
When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 

Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him.” 

 

They cried out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I 

crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but the emperor.” Then 

he handed him over to them to be crucified. 

 

So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself,  he went out to what is called The 

Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.  

 

 

Prayer 
Obedient Lord,  

you asked us each to take up our cross and follow you.  

Then you took up your own cross and led the way  

not just to calvary,  

but to the empty tomb and beyond. 

Give us the courage to follow where you lead.  

This we pray in the name of Jesus, our crucified Lord,  

the King of Glory, the King of Peace.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



III. Jesus Falls the First Time 
 

 
 

 



Meditation 
Stumble.  

Waver.  

Collapse. 

Jesus’ sweat mingles with dust as he falls to the earth. 

The weight of the sins of the world on his shoulders. 

Barely able to stand.  

He cannot carry the cross without falling. 

 

 

 

Isaiah 53:3 – 4  
He was despised and rejected by others; 

    a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 

and as one from whom others hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we held him of no account. 

Surely, he has borne our infirmities 

    and carried our diseases; 

yet we accounted him stricken, 

    struck down by God, and afflicted. 

 

 

 

Prayer 
Lion of Judah,  

you know our weaknesses,  

our temptations and our failings.  

Support us by the power of the Holy Spirit  

that we do not stumble so as to fall away from you.  

This we pray in the name of Jesus, our crucified Lord,  

the King of Glory, the King of Peace.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IV. Jesus Meets His Afflicted Mother 
 

 
 



Meditation 
Mother and child.  

Madonna. 

Joseph has died.  

There is no angelic choir. 

No shepherds.  

No wise men. 

Gone are the gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

Mary sees her battered son through a veil of tears. 

 

 

Luke 2:34 – 35, 51 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the 

falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the 

inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

 

Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His 

mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

 

 

Prayer 
Son of God,  

son of Mary,  

the crowd heaps scorn and turns the blade that pierces your mother’s own soul. Grant us 

the grace to see those in needless suffering and to reach out to them showing the love you 

wanted to show to your mother Mary  

as you stumbled toward Calvary.  

This we pray in the name of Jesus, our crucified Lord,  

the King of Glory, the King of Peace.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



V. The Cross Is Laid on Simon of Cyrene 
 

 



Meditation 
Stranger.  

Neighbor.  

Friend. 

Simon takes up your cross.  

In so doing takes up his own. 

Another innocent man joins the procession to Calvary. 

 

 

 

Mark 15:21 
They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was 

Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus.  

 

 

 

Prayer 

Suffering Servant,  

beaten beyond human semblance,  

through the Good Samaritan you taught us  

that everyone in need is our neighbor.  

Help us to follow in your way of love 

that we would be compelled to take up the cross of another  

when they can not bear their burdens alone.  

This we pray in the name of Jesus, our crucified Lord,  

the King of Glory, the King of Peace.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VI. A Woman Wipes the Face of Jesus 
 

 



Meditation 
Cloth.  

Sweat.  

Blood.  

Icon. 

Legend tells of a woman wiping Jesus’ face  

And gaining an image of Christ painted in his blood on her cloth. 

In relieving the suffering of others  

we, too, find the face of Jesus. 
 

Isaiah 53:2 – 3 
For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

    and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

He was despised and rejected by others; 

    a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 

and as one from whom others hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we held him of no account. 
 

Psalm 27:8 – 9 
“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” 

Your face, LORD, do I seek. 
Do not hide your face from me. 

Do not turn your servant away in anger, 
you who have been my help. 
Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, 
O God of my salvation! 

 

Prayer 
Immanuel, God with us,  

you came as the image of God made flesh and we scorned you.  

May we seek not to do great things in your name,  

but to honor you with small acts of mercy done with great love.  

This we pray in the name of Jesus, our crucified Lord,  

the King of Glory, the King of Peace. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VII. Jesus Falls a Second Time 
 

 
 

 



Meditation 
Oppressed.  

Afflicted.  

Silently suffering. 

Simon carries the cross, yet Jesus can not continue. 

He bears our infirmities and carries our sorrows. 

Crushed under their weight,  

Jesus falls once more. 

 

Lamentations. 3:1 – 2, 9, 16 
I am one who has seen affliction 

    under the rod of God’s wrath; 

he has driven and brought me 

    into darkness without any light; 

 

he has blocked my ways with hewn stones, 

    he has made my paths crooked 

 

He has made my teeth grind on gravel, 

    and made me cower in ashes; 

 

 

 

Prayer 
Compassionate Christ,  

all we like sheep have gone astray, 

turning each of us to our own way.  

Grant that when we fall into sin, we may 

return from going our own way to following in yours.  

This we pray in the name of Jesus, our crucified Lord,  

the King of Glory, the King of Peace.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VIII. Jesus Meets the Women of Jerusalem 

 

 



Meditation 
Tears.  

Wailing.  

Daughters.  

Mothers.  

Grief. 

Women beat their breasts and mourn openly,  

for the Son of Man,  

but his concern is for them and their children  

in the days of woe yet to come. 

 

Luke 23: 27 – 31 
A great number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were 

beating their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of 

Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For the days 

are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never 

bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall 

on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they do this when the wood is green, what will 

happen when it is dry?” 

 

 

Prayer 
Son of Man,  

you told the women of Jerusalem to weep not for you 

but for themselves and their children.  

Give us the gift of tears for our own sins,  

that we may mourn the ways in which we fall short of the glory of God  

that we may truly repent and return to you.  

This we pray in the name of Jesus, our crucified Lord,  

the King of Glory, the King of Peace.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IX. Jesus Falls a Third Time 
 

 



Meditation 
Brutalized.  

Dazed.  

Beyond strength. 

Now nearly on Calvary’s broad summit,  

Jesus collapses. 

Poles long set into the ground  

are silhouetted against gray clouds. 

Impatiently,  

Jesus is pulled up  

and shoved angrily toward his death. 

 

Lamentations 3:27 – 30 

It is good for one to bear 

    the yoke in youth, 

to sit alone in silence 

    when the Lord has imposed it, 

to put one’s mouth to the dust 

    (there may yet be hope), 

to give one’s cheek to the smiter, 

    and be filled with insults. 

 

Prayer 
Loving Lord,  

you fell that we might rise and taught us that  

unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies,  

it remains alone;  

but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  

Help us to die to ourselves  

so that we might live to you  

and bear much fruit for your Kingdom.  

This we pray in the name of Jesus, our crucified Lord,  

the King of Glory, the King of Peace. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



X. Jesus Is Stripped of His Garments 
 

 



 

Meditation 
King of Glory.  

King of Peace. 

Stripped bare.  

The crown of thorns is all that remains. 

One possession remains—his life. 

Holding nothing back, Jesus offers that last gift. 

 

 

John 19:23 – 24  
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four 

parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in 

one piece from the top. So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to 

see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says, 

“They divided my clothes among themselves, 

    and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

 

 

Prayer 
Bread of Life,  

you came that we might have life and have it abundantly  

and you emptied yourself,  

taking the form of a slave 

that we might be free,  

and died that we might live.  

Give us the grace to be stripped bare of all that separates us from you.  

This we pray in the name of Jesus, our crucified Lord,  

the King of Glory, the King of Peace.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



XI. Jesus Is Nailed to the Cross 
 

 
 



Meditation 
Cold steel.  

Warm flesh.  

Nails rip through tendon and muscle. 

Blood soaks into splintered wood. 

Jesus responds. 

“Father forgive them for they know not what they do.” 

 

 

 

Luke 23:33 – 34a 
 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 

criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for 

they do not know what they are doing.”  

 

 

 

 

Prayer 
Merciful Redeemer, 

you declared your forgiveness from the cross, 

showing love to those who killed you  

and to the thief dying alongside you.  

Help us to know and count the cost of our forgiveness,  

bought at so great a price.  

This we pray in the name of Jesus, our crucified Lord,  

the King of Glory, the King of Peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



XII. Jesus Dies on the cross 
 

 
 



Meditation 
Despised.  

Rejected. 

Eloi, Eloi, Lama sabachthani. 

My God, My God, why have you forsaken me? 

Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 

From top to bottom the veil in the Temple is torn in two. 

 

 

 

Luke 23:44 – 46 
It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon, while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then 

Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having 

said this, he breathed his last. 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 
Lamb that was slain,  

as you cried out to your Father from the cross 

we learned how deep was your suffering,  

how complete was your sense of abandonment.  

Be present with us when others betray us or forsake us  

that we may find ourselves in your eyes and not theirs. 

This we pray in the name of Jesus, our crucified Lord,  

the King of Glory, the King of Peace.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



XIII. Jesus' body is removed from the cross and 

given to his mother 
 

 



 

Meditation 
Mourning mother.  

Broken child. 

A sword of grief pierces her soul. 

Women surround her, but none can comfort her. 

Her name is bitterness. 

 

 

 

Matthew 27:54 – 55 
Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the 

earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s 

Son!” 

  

Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had followed Jesus from 

Galilee and had provided for him. 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 
Crucified Savior,  

you are resurrection and life 

and in your death and resurrection  

we who mourn find the peace and comfort  

your own mother lacked as your body came down from the cross.  

Help us to bring the hope of the resurrection to all who mourn.  

This we pray in the name of Jesus, our crucified Lord,  

the King of Glory, the King of Peace.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



XIV. Jesus Is Laid in the Tomb 
 

 
 



Meditation 
Cold stone.  

A shroud.  

Darkness. 

Sabbath rest at last. 

The disciples gather in fear. 

A grain of wheat waits for spring. 

 

 

Matthew 27:57 – 60 
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also 

a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it 

to be given to him. So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and laid it 

in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the 

door of the tomb and went away. 

 

 

Prayer 
Alpha and Omega,  

you are beginning and end.  

In death you conquered death  

so that even at the grave we praise your name. 

Help us to find you as the way, the truth and the life  

and to lead others out of darkness and into your light.  

This we pray in the name of Jesus, our crucified Lord,  

the King of Glory, the King of Peace.  

Amen. 

 

 

Concluding Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ,  

you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross 

that everyone would come within the reach of your saving embrace:  

Clothe us in your Spirit that we,  

reaching forth our hands in love,  

may bring those who do not know you  

to the knowledge and love of you;  

for the honor of your Name.  

Amen.2 

 
2 Book of Common Prayer, page 101 


