
Sunday, April 19, 2020 
Salem@Home 

 
Thank you for joining us as we gather together as the family of God. Please center your heart 

and mind on worship. Imagine you are sitting in your pew. Your friends are across the aisle. 

While we may not physically be in the same place, we are all together today in worship. 

 

Before you begin, please light a candle, place a bowl of water, flowers if available, 

and your Caring Cross in front of you.  

 

 
In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of peace. Even amid doubts 

and questions, we experience the resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in our 

everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of the 

Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in 

the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism. 



Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Friends, the tomb is empty!   
The stone has been rolled away! 
Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed! 
For three days he lay in that cold and lonely cave. 
But God’s love cannot be contained by anything, 
not even death! 
Thanks be to God, who gives us victory throughout our Risen Lord. 
Death has been swallowed up in victory!     
Where, O death, is your victory? 
Where, O death, is your sting? 
Christ is risen! 
He is risen, indeed! 
Come, let us worship the Risen Christ!1 
 
RETURN TO OUR BAPTISM 
We begin our worship with water because we use water to baptize, and this is where our 
life in God’s promise begins.  We ask God to be present with us here in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 (Remember your baptism by dipping your finger in your water bowl and making the sign of 

the cross on your forehead as you repeat the following words.) 
 
I am God’s Child. I am loved. I am forgiven.  I have a place in God’s kingdom.  Walk wet in 
this promise of life.  Amen 
 
GREETING 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who 
doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s 
blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
1 written by Stephen Fearing, and posted on Liturgy & Hymns by Stephen M. Fearing.  http://www.stephenmfearing.com/ 

http://www.stephenmfearing.com/


Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING ~ Acts 2:14a-22-32 
14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], 22“You that 
are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God 
with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you 
yourselves know—23this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But 
God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be 
held in its power. 25For David says concerning him, 
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
 26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
  moreover my flesh will live in hope. 
 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 28You have made known to me the ways of life; 
  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
  29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both 
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew 
that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his 
throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 
 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
 

GOSPEL READING ~ John 20:19-31 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of 

any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 

and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 



you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 

hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord 

and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 

in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

ELCA BOOK OF FAITH DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:  

(For those who have other people in your household, you may discuss these as a family. If you 

live alone, call a friend and discuss the questions with them!) 

1. What scares, confuses, or challenges me in this text? What do I have questions 

about? 

2. What delights me in this text? What is my favorite part, and why? 

3. What stories or memories does this text stir up in me? How does this story 

connect to my life? 

4. What is God up to in this text? What is God calling me to do or to be because of 

this message? 

 

CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 



He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS  

In our separate homes but gathered together in the Spirit, we pray for the church, the 

earth, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Open the doors we close, O God, when we fear those who worship you in different ways. 
Guide us to unity and harmony so that we may come to respect and cherish our 
commonalities. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Open the paths we ignore, O God, when we prioritize financial gain and convenience over 
listening to the groaning of the earth. Inspire all to care for the world you have made so 
that living things might thrive. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Open the rooms we lock, O God, to those who live without a homeland or place of safety. 
We pray that generous nations offer refuge and peace for all. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Open the hearts we close, O God, to the cries of those in pain. We pray for those isolated 
physically or emotionally through incarceration, addiction, mental illness, chronic 
suffering, grief, and all in need (Duane, Mary, Darleen and all others on our hearts and 
minds today).   Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Open the ways of love, O God, in the pursuit of peace throughout the world, and bless the 
efforts of missionaries, healthcare professionals, activists for women and children, and 
relief workers, especially those who find themselves in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 



Open the way to eternal life, O God, as we remember those who have died in faith. Prayers 
for family of Vivian Brudvig, sister of Woody Hestness.  Free us from the fear of death, that 
we embrace the peace you have promised. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

OFFERING 

We very much appreciate your continued giving and generosity at this time. Checks may be 

mailed to the church. All mail is currently being held at the Albert Lea Post Office and will be 

picked up 1 – 2 times per week. Your offerings will remain secure. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Merciful God,                                                                                                                                                                     

our ordinary gifts seem small                                                                                                                                    

for such a celebration,                                                                                                                                           

but you make of them an abundance,                                                                                                                

just as you do with our lives.                                                                                                                             

Feed us again at this table                                                                                                                                              

for service in your name,                                                                                                                                              

in the strength of the risen Christ.                                                                                                                  

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 



Sending 
BLESSING 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
  

DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


