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THE SIMPLICITY OF PRAYER
After this many of his disciples drew back and no longer went
about with him. Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?”
Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have
the words of eternal life; and we have believed, and have come to know
that you are the Holy One of God.” Jesus answered them, “Did I not
choose you, the twelve, and one of you is a devil. He spoke of Judas,
the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, who was to betray him.
John 6: 66 - 71
The words of Simon Peter are some of the most touching words
spoken by an apostle. These words show the complete love, trust and
faith that Peter has in Christ. They show the contrast between
Judas and the faithful apostles as well as the pain that Christ has
because Judas was to betray him. Praise to you, Christ Jesus, for
the sacrifice you made for us!
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Blood Drive
Our next Blood Drive at Salem will be on
October 26th from 12—6 p.m.
Call Marianne DePoppe at 373-2117 if you are able to help!
Sew ‘N Tell continues to collect items for
the Marie Sandvik Christmas Shoe Box gifts
for children, teens and adults. Each year we
cover 50 shoeboxes with Christmas wrap
and supply items to fill each box. The boxes
are almost all wrapped BUT we need YOUR
help to fill them. Items still needed: small stuffed animal or toy; Bible
story books/coloring books/card games; socks baby to adult; hairbrush
and/or comb; notepads; travel size Kleenex, sample lotions/shampoos.
A collection box will be in the Gathering Space in October. The boxes
will be delivered on October 29th
Questions call Lois Anderson at 373-8715.

WELCA Dedication Dinner
Thursday, October 11th at 6 p.m. in the Lower Auditorium. We
are having a Potluck meal so please bring a dish to pass. Program
is Chaplain Todd Walsh with pictures
on “Bethlehem, Then and Now.”
Please bring a guest. Men are welcome! If you have a Nativity scene
you would like to share in our display
please bring it. Please mark the date
on your calendar and plan to attend.

Ten Stewardship Principles*
As baptized members of the body of Christ, we gratefully confess Jesus as
our Lord and Savior. We boldly proclaim the gospel as the Word of God.
We clearly recognize the gifts that God has first given us through grace,
and we joyfully accept our role and responsibility as stewards. The following principles provide a foundation for the life of a faithful and generous
steward.

O c t ob e r 2 0 1 8
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Sacrifice proportionately as Christ sacrificed for us. For our sake Jesus gave up everything to make us rich
through the cross and the resurrection. We are called to sacrifice so others may share in God’s word and blessings. “..gave according to their means, and even beyond their means.” (2 Corinthians 8:3)
Give willingly as moved by the Holy Spirit. We have been prepared to give of ourselves. We give our time, talents,
and resources freely. “For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave…” (2 Corinthians 8:3)
Share abundantly as we have received. The purpose of these gifts is for the good of the community of God. We
give to build up the body of Christ. We use and share our gifts for the benefit of all. “…and God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.” (2 Corinthians 9:8)
Give proportionately is our way of giving in relation to our abundance. We are to give according to our “means,”
not according to an income or a budget. “If the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one
has – no according to what one does not have.” (2 Corinthians 8:12)
Commit intentionally means making a statement about your intent and following through. As members in the body
of Christ, we are asked to make a commitment of our time, talents, and resources as a faithful response to God
and as a statement of support for God’s work. “…arrange in advance for this bountiful gift that you have promised.” (2 Corinthians 9:5)
Contribute regularly means practicing our stewardship on a daily basis. By doing so this becomes a lifestyle. Paul
instructs us: “On the first day of every week, each of you is to put aside and save whatever extra you earn.” (2
Corinthians 16:2)

*From the ELCA Evangelical Outreach and Congregational Mission
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Our role as God’s stewards is one of many dimensions – grateful, responsible, self-sacrificing, willing, sharing, proportionate, committed, regular, genuine, and challenged. By generously giving of ourselves, we discover joy in Christ. “…
you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2
Corinthians 9:7)
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Live genuinely means putting your faith into action. This is the tangible demonstration of what is sincerely on our
hearts and where our treasure is, not simply a verbal expression. The Macedonians set and example that Paul
called to the attention of the Corinthians. “I am testing the genuineness of your love against the earnestness of
others.” (2 Corinthians 8:8)
Accept a challenge means recognizing the dynamic nature of our faith. As our faith grows so will our blessings,
and our responsibilities. Paul writes, “…the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who
sows beautifully will also reap beautifully.” (2 Corinthians 9:6)
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Respond gratefully to what God has first given us. All that we do is a response to God’s grace. Everything we are,
have, and use comes from God. Best of all, God gives the gift of Jesus Christ and the community of believers.
It all begins with God. Our confession of faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior is not of our doing. Grateful stewards put God first. “…but they gave themselves first to the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 8:5)
Obey responsibility to glorify God as a faithful proclamation of God’s word. We acknowledge our faith and show
our faith in the gospel for the glory of God and for the building up of the body of Christ. This takes courage. It
involves our life-long obedience, including the ways we treat our families, others, and ourselves. “…you glorify
God by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 9:13)
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JAM is beginning again!
JAM is open to all children age 3 – 6th grade. They do not
need to be members of Ascension or Salem to participate.
This year, we have decided to hold JAM on Wednesdays
from 3:30 – 5:30 pm. Their time will include a snack, music, games, crafts, lessons, and fun! Our first day is September 12, 2018. A rally day potluck and orientation will
be September 5, 2018 from 5:30—6:30 at Ascension.
Each week, a bus will transport school age children to the
churches. If you need additional help with transportation, arrangements can be made.
Our tentative Schedule will be:
3:30—4:00 Snack and quiet games
4:00—4:15 Worship
4:15—4:40 music (3rd—6th grade)/games (prek—2nd grade)
4:40—5:05 music (prek—2nd grade)/games (3rd—6th grade)
5:05—5:30 lessons in classrooms
The first Wednesday of every month we will have a potluck meal from 5:30—6:30. All parents, grandparents, church members, and friends are invited to join us.

THE ART OF GIVING

It is difficult to believe that fall is upon us! We are starting to settle in for the fall and winter activities. Here at
Salem, JAM is starting, the circles are beginning to meet
again, we are preparing for a fall rummage sale and we
will be planning other fun things to do with our Salem
family throughout the “indoor” months.
We have traditionally carried out our Stewardship campaign in the fall to prepare for the new budget year which
begins inJanuary. Our plans are, again, to conduct the
stewardship effort beginning in October and making our
pledges in November.
Giving to our church is an act of love and an act of worship. Please pray about what you are going to pledge as
you prepare to support our Salem congregation through
your financial giving.
If you have questions, concerns or suggestions, about our
Stewardship efforts, please share them with a member of
the Church Council or a member of the Stewardship Committee. Your input is important and helpful.
The members of the Stewardship Committee are Randy
Rugroden, Bruce Ness, Jim and Mary Gulbrandson, Pastor
Erica and Kathy Paul. If you would like to join us, just let
one of us know!
Thank you,
Kathy Paul

We are in need to people to help with JAM ~ to help teach, serve snacks, help with games,
etc. If you would like to help or would like to register your child, please talk to Christie Ness
or Pastor Erica. Registration Forms are available in the Gathering Space. A mailing will also be
sent to all families. If you have additional questions, please call the church office!

Financial Corner
August Income: $10,337.40
August Expenses: $12,804.06
August Income vs. Expense: -$2,466.66
2018 Income: $86,623.71
2018 From Schwab: $21,695.28
2018 Other Transfers: $3,500
2018 Expenses: $113,090.33
2018 Income vs. Expense: -$1,271.34
Sept Noisy Offering: $ 99.81 (Backpack)
2018 Total: $ 717.86
Sept Quiet Offering: $ 128.02
2018 Total: $ 996.60
Break-in Offering: $2,390.52
Memorials:
Memory of Ryan Bendickson
for the Salem Altar Guild.
Memory of Rose Holty to Sew ‘N Tell and
to the Salem Altar Guild.

THE BRIDGE

Monday Night Worship

A Monthly Resource from the Southeastern Minnesota Synod

Join us at 5:30 pm on
October 15, 2018

AN INTERVIEW WITH KAO KALIA YANG

When did you first begin to write as a way of making sense and meaning of the world around
you?

For a service of Evening Prayer with Holy Communion.

I started writing earnestly, not knowing of my purpose, but desperately when I was given my first locked diary as a gift from
my mother. I was perhaps in third or fourth grade. I was writing to locate myself, to express my feelings, to make sense of
my thoughts, my confusion. Thus, from a young age, I discovered that writing was a useful and necessary tool for my sense
of myself in the world.

Fall Rummage Sale
Yes, we just had one, but it was so much fun,
we’re doing another one!
November 9 8am—3pm
November 10 8am—12pm
We are in need of items to sell and workers. If you are able to help
work, please sign up in the Gathering Space.
Donations can be dropped off at the church during office hours. To
drop of items at other times, please contact Annette Petersen
(383.9948)

Trunk or Treat
October 31, 2018
5:30—6:30

Ascension Lutheran
Church
Join us for a fun evening of “Trunk or
Treating” in the parking lot of
Ascension! We are in need of people to
decorate their trunks and hand out
candy. We are also
accepting donations
of candy. Please
leave in the basket
in the Gathering
space!

In “The Song Poet,” you write through your eyes and through your father’s. What was the collaboration process like with your dad? What did you learn about your dad and yourself in the
process?
All my life, my father has showered me with his stories. In the refugee camps of Thailand, I could not go to school (because
they were over-crowded) so I soaked them in. In America, his work at the factories kept him away from us on the evening
shift (we were in school during the day), so I missed the world of he’d fashioned for me. His is one of those voices in my life,
where all I have to do is close my eyes to conjure and call up. The process of writing the book, the decision I had made to
write the book as an album of songs as a tribute to him--required me to enter fully into the songs of his life. During the
writing of the book, I approached my father and asked him if he wanted to know what I was working on. He shook his head.
He said, “I hate it when people interfere with my process. I won’t do that to you. I’ve witnessed too many potentially great
works of art die in talk, don’t do that to yourself. Share it with me when the book is finished.” That’s what we did. In the process, I discovered the heart of my father as a man beyond me (as my mother’s husband and my grandmother’s son, as a
Hmong man in the world, a refugee, a factory worker, etc.). I discovered the artist who had the biggest influence on my art.

What current creative & writing projects are you working on?
Right now, I’m finishing up the details for my three books that will be coming out in the fall of 2019:
A Map Into the World (from Carolrhoda Press)--my first children’s book, the first book to be written by a Hmong-American
writer to come forth from a literary press, a work that centers on the world of a young Hmong-American girl and her experience of the changing seasons, the seasons of a life, the story cloths on the walls, the maps she must draw so others can enter more fully into the big, living world.
What God is Honored Here?: An Anthology on Miscarriage and Infant Loss By and For Indigenous Women and Women of Color (from the University of MN Press)--a co-edited anthology with the writer Shannon Gibney. It will be the first literary anthology by and for women of color on the experiences of miscarriage and infant loss--experiences that disproportionately
effect women of color in this country despite the fact that there has been very little for them on the subject.
Somewhere in the Unknown World--a work of creative nonfiction about refugee lives in America, a look across generations
and refugee groups, at the stories of individual refugees in Minnesota, a state that is ranked very high in terms of racial inequality, second in the nation in fact, and yet contains more refugees per capita than any other state in the union.

Are there specific books/articles/authors that you would recommend attendees read in advance of this year’s Theological Conference to prepare?
Yes, in fact, I’ve made formal suggestions in a new essay I wrote for McSweeney’s. The series of essays is an excellent entry
point to a diverse body of writers and perspectives across the American landscape. The link to my particular essay is: https://
www.mcsweeneys.net/articles/the-wide-world-of-belonging
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Let us pray….
Please pray for the following: Clara
Satre, Holly Krekula, Shirley Eustis,
Anita Sande, Sara Dowd, Art Anderson., Gene Hestness, Sharon Astrup
Scott.

Oct. 1: Mike Dyrdal, Mark Gayken,
Joann Iverson
Oct. 5: Presley Duenes
Oct. 6: Jeff Johnsrud, Scott Ness
Oct. 7: MaryAnn Allison, Christine Olson
Oct. 9: Penny Grangruth
Oct. 12: Ben Kelly, Lewis Kelly, Dick Sande,
Beth Spande
Oct. 13: Sue Holty
Oct. 14: Ethel Lea Moen
Oct. 15: Terry Olson
Oct. 16: Manville Ayers
Oct. 17: Theresa Spiering,
Emma Weckwerth
Oct. 18: Pat Dollum
Oct. 19: Karen Rugroden, Joe Tennis
Oct. 20:Brandon & Blair Bonnerup
Larry Enderson
Oct. 21: Val Hestness, Chris Lorton,
Ryan Ulve
Oct. 22: Spencer Bonnerup
Oct. 24: Ann Austin
Oct. 27: Meaghan Carares Gonzalez
Oct. 28: Jay Dyrdal, Duane Wessels
Oct. 29: John Bleckeberg
Oct. 31: Linda Bendickson

Those who mourn: family & friends of
Richard Neve; family & friends of
Monty Moffitt (son of Marcia Moffitt).

Worship Assistants
Assisting Minister:
Oct. 7:
Oct. 14:
Oct. 21:
Oct. 28:
Ushers:
John Bleckeberg,

Flowers
Oct. 7: Terry Olson
Oct. 14: Linda Christian
Oct. 21: Roger & Dorie Hanna
Oct. 28: Elwood & Valta Hestness

October’s Noisy Offering will support
Lutheran Disaster Response

Unofficial Council Hi-Lites (September 18, 2018)

Hurricane Florence is threatening more than 1
million of our neighbors in the Carolinas and elsewhere with dangerous winds, storm surge and
potentially catastrophic flooding. As a church,
we’re standing ready to assist our neighbors
through their recovery.
Lutheran Disaster Response is coordinating with
Lutheran Services Carolinas, Lutheran Family Services of Virginia and the synods in the hurricane’s
path to respond to this disaster. In the midst of a
hurricane season that is producing strong storms,
Lutheran Disaster Response is also monitoring
Hurricane Helene, Tropical Storm Olivia and Tropical Storm Isaac and is prepared to respond.
Your gifts ensure that our church will be able to
provide help and hope for those whose homes
have been devastated or who have been otherwise affected by Hurricane Florence and other
hurricanes for years to come.

The Secretary and Treasurer reports were adopted. Jose thanked
Sharon Dilling for all of her assistance in the financial office.
•

Pastor Erica announced that Dave Reedstrom will be here Sunday to
talk about the SEMN Synod’s Leading Disciples program.
•

Members are encouraged to go to the conversations around the synod in preparation for electing our next Bishop.
•

•

We talked about what happens when members or others lose church keys and the security risks that entails. We are going to explore other options for security.

•

JAM is going well. The after school time seems to work.

•

Stewardship is working on Commitment Sunday

•

The church picnic and invite-a-friend went well. We had a nice turn out for both and
hope to make this an annual event.

Please Plan to Attend an Upcoming Focused Conversation
The people of the Southeastern Minnesota Synod will be calling a new bishop during the 2019 Synod Assembly on May 31-June 1. We are now approaching step 2 which is this fall’s focused conversations. All are invited to attend and participate in the upcoming focused conversations. Anyone can attend any conversation (or
more than one conversation)! Childcare will be available at all locations.
The dates and times of the fall focused conversations are as follows:
• Sunday, September 30, 2018 at 6:30 pm at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Faribault (Cannon River Conference) *childcare provided
• Monday, October 1, 2018 at 6:30 pm at First Lutheran Church in Albert Lea (Blue Earth Conference)
*childcare provided
• Thursday, October 4, 2018 at 6:30 pm at Grace Lutheran Church in Waseca (Minnesota River Conference)
*childcare provided
Sunday, October 7, 2018 at 2:00PM at Chatfield Lutheran Church (Root River Conference)
*childcare provided

Church Council Members:
President: Jim Gulbrandson
Secretary: Joni Burns Duenes
Worship & Music: Shari Budach
Church in Society/Missions: Donna Werner
Education: Christie Ness
Building & Grounds: Paul Dilling

Vice President: Troy Waldemar
Treasurer: Jose Duenes
Budget/Finance: Mary Gulbrandson
Outreach: Marianne DePoppe
Youth: Vacant
Stewardship: Kathy Paul

