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December 9 - 24
As we prepare our hearts and homes for the coming of the
Baby Jesus, as we hurry to get the baking done, as we hurry
to shop for the many gifts that will be given, we invite you
to stroll through the Créche Walk in the Chapel. This is a
beautiful way to bring us back to the spirit of the true meaning of Christmas. It will focus us and prepare our hearts for
the celebration of Christ’s birth. Do you have a Nativity créche with special meaning for you or your family? Maybe it
is one that has been passed down to you, maybe you bought
it on a trip. We would love to have you share it with the congregation. We invite you to write a short story about your
Créche and we will display it with your Créche. Créches
must be brought to the church no later than December 5th.
If you have questions, please contact Eileen Nelson Ness or
Pastor Erica.

Often, when someone dies, or is facing a serious illness, we don’t
know what to say. When someone’s going through a rough time, it’s
a struggle to say the right thing. But it is always appropriate to say
nothing. In fact, Scripture encourages people to “mourn with those
who mourn.” (Romans 12:15) Yet too often, we try to fill the silence
with empty clichés, in an attempt to provide comfort and meaning.
To be clear, I honestly don’t believe that people who use these
clichés intend to be unkind. Usually we don’t consider the deeper meaning of our words, yet the words we
use matter.
“God doesn’t give you more than you can handle.” We think this is in the Bible, but the verse that resembles
it, 1 Corinthians 10:13 says, “No temptation has seized you that isn’t common for people. But God is faithful.
He won’t allow you to be tempted beyond your abilities. Instead, with the temptation, God will also supply a
way out so that you will be able to endure it.” But notice that verse is about temptation. That’s it. You
won’t be tempted beyond your abilities. This text is not saying that you will not experience more than you
can handle and, in fact, scripture is full of people who find themselves overwhelmed by life. “We do not want
you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, of the affliction we experienced in Asia; for we were so utterly,
unbearably crushed that we despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of
death” (2 Corinthians 1:8 – 9a)
“Everything happens for a reason/It was part of God’s plan”. Yes, God has a plan and reason for you. That
plan is redemption through the incarnation, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Cancer, tornadoes,
stillborn babies, earthquakes, fatal car crashes, tsunami’s and industrial accidents are NOT part of God’s plan
for creation. To say that “Everything happens for a reason” or “it was all part of God’s plan” indicates that
God kills children, destroys homes, and randomly extinguishes life so that others can “learn a lesson” or
“change their ways”. We may not understand why awful things happen in our world but we can be sure that
this is not God’s intention for us. God is a God of grace, love, and mercy who hears a world groaning in pain
and redeems us from the evil of this world.
“God must have needed another angel”. This phrase, while meant to bring comfort and reassurance, often
causes hurt and anger for parents who have lost a child whether through illness, stillbirth, miscarriage, or any
other means. The death of a child, or anyone young causes confusion and grief that is inconsolable. To say
that, “God needed another angel” says that God caused the child to die. God caused the death of children
through illness, tornados, school shootings.
Words matter. When faced with grief or illness, and you are not sure what to say, know that it is okay to say
nothing, and to simply offer a hug, a warm handshake, or a cup of coffee.

Pastor Erica

Are you a Thrivent Member? If so, you are eligible for Thrivent Action Team money! This is
$250 seed money that Thrivent freely gives their members to do projects or fundraisers in
their church and community. We have had several members who have stepped forward to
offer their grant money to Salem. Currently we are looking for people who are willing to sponsor Snacks for JAM, JAM Christmas Party, Fundraisers for Food for Backpacks, Fundraisers
for building projects, Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper or come up with your own fun ideas!
Pastor Erica or Vicki can help you apply for the money which comes as a Visa Gift Card. The
more projects we can use with Thrivent Action Team money, the less we need to take from
the General Budget! Thank you for your continued support of Salem!

Financial Corner
September Income: $14,012.04
September Expenses: $11,323.18
September Income vs. Expense: $2688.86
2018 Income: $100,635.75
2018 From Schwab: $21,695.28
2018 Other Transfers: $3,500
2018 Expenses: $124,413.21
2018 Income vs. Expense: $1417.52

October Noisy Offering: $139.26 (LDR)
2018 Total: $ 857.12
October Quiet Offering: $112.55
2018 Total: $1432.41
Break-in Offering: $2,390.52
Food for Backpacks: $423.39

Monday Night Worship
Our Monday Evening Worship services will continue each month
on the 3rd Monday at 5:30 pm.
These half hour services of readings, hymns, and communion
are a wonderful way to end your day.
In November, we will be having a healing service.
All are welcome to join us!

Christmas Eve Services
3:30 pm Family Service with Carols and Communion
7:00 pm Candlelight Communion Service

Fall Rummage Sale

We will begin choir practice to prepare for Advent
and our Christmas Services. This year, Bishop
Delzer will be at our Advent II service on December 9. The Choir will sing for that service and
then for the Christmas Eve Services.
The music is not difficult and we encourage you to
come and join us!
Our tentative rehearsal schedule is:

November 9 8am—3pm
November 10 8am—12pm
We are in need of items to sell and workers. If you
are able to help work, please sign up in the
Gathering Space.
Donations can be dropped off at the church during
office hours. To drop of items at other times, please
contact Annette Petersen (383.9948)

Sunday, December 2 - 10:30 am
Wednesday, December 5 - 6:00 pm
Sunday, December 9 - 10:30 am
Sunday, December 16 - 10:30 am
Sunday, December 23 - 10:30 am
If you have any questions, please contact
Eileen Nelson Ness.

WELCA Dedication Dinner
Bethlehem ~ Then and Now

Worship Assistants
Assisting Minister:
Nov. 4 : Kathy Paul
Nov. 11: Donna Werner
Nov. 18: Jim Gulbrandson
Nov. 25: Marianne DePoppe
Altar Care:
Caroline Neale & Terry Olson
Ushers:
Nov. 4: Pam & Scott Jacobsen
Nov 11: Mary & Jim Gulbrandson
Nov. 18: Luhring Family
Nov. 25: open

November’s Noisy Offering will support
The Salem Improvement Fund

The Salem Improvement Fund was established to
help fund building projects at Salem. As you are
well aware, when your building is almost 100
years old, it requires a lot of TLC. In 2019, we are
planning to have repairs done to the roof over the
Gathering Space. We also know there will be other projects that will need our attention.
Thank you for helping to keep our building well
cared for and beautiful!

Greeters
Nov. 4: Audrey Johannsen
Nov. 11: open
Nov. 18:open
Nov. 25: Mary & Jim Gulbrandson

Coffee Hour
November—Margaret Haupt/Salem Circle
Flowers
Nov. 4: open
Nov. 11: Kent & Vicki Reichl
Nov. 18: open
Nov. 25: Frank & Pat Gjersvik

PACKER



Unofficial Council Hi-Lites (October 16, 2018)
•

The Secretary and Treasurer reports were adopted.

•

Pastor Erica will be on Continuing Ed (Oct 21—22) and on vacation
Sunday November 25

•

All financial receipts need to be reported to council.

•

Paul reported that we are being assessed by the city for the repair done to the sidewalks.

•

Paul will check with Ray to see if he is interested in doing snow removal as additional
work hours

•

Donna has started fundraising for the Food for Backpacks program.

•

Christie reported that JAM is going well. We will need volunteers in the spring when
Salem is the host. (Snack servers, teachers, etc)

•

Shari moved that we remove two pews on the pulpit side and put in moveable chairs to
allow for handicapped seating. Approved.

•

The council is looking into updating our money handling policies to make sure we are
following the best practices

•

We adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.

Church Council Members:

President: Jim Gulbrandson
Secretary: Joni Burns Duenes
Worship & Music: Shari Budach
Church in Society/Missions: Donna Werner
Education: Christie Ness
Building & Grounds: Paul Dilling

Vice President: Troy Waldemar
Treasurer: Jose Duenes
Budget/Finance: Mary Gulbrandson
Outreach: Marianne DePoppe
Youth: Vacant
Stewardship: Kathy Paul

Let us pray….
Please pray for the following:
Clara Satre,
Nov 1: Cassie Matthies
Nov 3: Ava Amundson
Nov 5: Val Nicolaus, Clara Satre
Nov 6: Diane Barnes, Gloria Hautt
Nov 7: Deb Beighley
Nov 10: Eric Anderson, Chris Reichl
Nov 11: Eli Deming
Nov 12: Jose Duenes, Zac Edwards,
Dayna Edwards, Jadyn Ellingson, Jerald Kaphers
Nov 14: Tanya Johnson, Owen Stuart
Nov 15: Marianne DePoppe
Nov 16: Paul Dilling, Kent Reichl
Nov 17: Pat Mangskau, Sharon Weckwerth
Nov 20: Brielle Petersen, Cynthia Schulz
Nov 21: Erica Cunningham, Jill Van Reese
Nov 22: Mallory Luhring
Nov 24: Josh Kolling
Nov 25: Markus Gilderhus, Natalie Oakland
Nov 26: Richard Manges
Nov 27: Elliott Flatten
Nov 28: Reid Nelson, Nick Reichl,
Whitney Reim Jr., Arianna Weckwerth

If you have any flower cans at
home please return them to the
church. We are running short!
Thank you!

Shirley Eustis,
Anita Sande,
Sara Dowd,

Art Anderson.,
Gene Hestness,
Sharon Astrup Scott,
Darleen Zimmerman

SOS Christmas Party…. Save the date.
SOS Christmas Party will be on
Thursday, December 13.
11:30 a.m. Dinner.

Details to follow.

ELCA World Hunger
God richly provides for our daily bread — the earth can produce enough to feed everyone. Yet many still
go hungry. Working alongside other organizations, ELCA World Hunger has already made a huge collective
impact on hunger worldwide. But the rate of global progress against hunger is slowing in many of the
world’s poorest communities. And here in the United States, one in six Americans aren’t always sure where
their next meal is coming from. Many are forced to choose between paying for food and other basic
necessities. There is more work to do here at home and around the world. And God invites us to participate
and lead in this effort.
The world provides enough food for all, but more than 800 million people around the world face chronic
hunger. We believe in a God of abundance, so as a church, we live out our call in baptism to strive for a just
world where all are fed. ELCA World Hunger is this church at work. We walk alongside our partners and
companions in the United States and more than 60 other countries. Generating unique solutions to local
challenges starts by listening to our neighbors and communities. Then, together, we work and serve to help
break the cycle of hunger and poverty – for good.

Hunger facts
•
•
•
•

815 million people around the world - that's more than 1 in 10 - can't access the food they need to live
active, healthy lives.
According to the most recent estimates, 766.6 million people live in extreme poverty on less than $1.90
per day. That's 10.7% of the world's population.
At some point in 2016 (the most recent year available), more than 41.2 million people in the United
States were unsure where their next meal might come from.
40.6 million Americans were living in poverty in 2016. For a family of four, this means their annual
household income was below $24,563.

Working with and through our congregations, in the United States, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands
Lutheran churches overseas and other partners, ELCA World Hunger is uniquely positioned to reach
communities in need. From health clinics
to microloans, water wells to animal
husbandry, community meals to
advocacy, your gifts to ELCA World
Hunger make it possible for the ELCA to
respond, supporting sustainable solutions
that get at the root causes of hunger and
poverty.

Fun at J.A.M.!!!!

N ove m be r 20 1 8
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

.

1

2
3
6:30 Men’s Bible
Study

6
10:00 WELCA
Board Mtg.

7
10:00 Staff Mtg.
1:30 Tai Ji
At Ascension
3:30 JAM
5:30 Potluck
6:30 Confirm

8

9
10
6:30 Men’s Bible
Study
Rummage Sale
At Salem
9-3 ?

11
12
9:00 Worship
Coffee
10:30 WELCA
10:30 Worship Study Leaders
& Music Meeting
1:30 Tai Ji

13

14
10:00 Staff
1:00 WELCA
Visitors
1:30 Tai Ji
At Ascension
3:30 JAM
6:30 Confirm

15

18
9:00 Worship
Coffee

19

20
9:00 Sew ‘N Tell

21
9:00 Mary Mag.
Lydia Circle

22

1:30 Tai Ji

1:30 Marg. Haupt
Salem Circle

1:30 Tai Ji

5:30 Worship

6:30 Council Mtg.

NO JAM
NO CONFIRM

26

27

4 All Saints’

5

9:00 Worship
Coffee

1:30 Tai Ji

Commitment
Sunday

25
9:00 Worship
Coffee

9:00 Sew ‘N Tell

28
10:00 Staff Mtg.

9:00 Sew ‘N Tell
1:30 Tai Ji
1:30 Tai Ji
At Ascension
3:30 JAM
6:30 Confirm

Rummage Sale
At Salem
8-3
?

16
17
6:30 Men’s Bible
Builder Articles Study
Due!

6:00 Sarah Circle

23
24
Happy
6:30 Men’s Bible
Thanksgiving! Study

29

30

Sat
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THE SIMPLICITY OF PRAYER
Blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the
law of the Lord! Blessed are those who keep his testimonies,
who seek him with their whole heart, who also do no wrong,
but walk in his ways! Thou has commanded thy precepts

to be kept diligently. O that my ways may be steadfast
in keeping thy statutes.

Ps. 110: 1 - 5

Dear Lord, I try to keep your law. But, as hard as I try,
I find that it is impossible for me to do no wrong. You
know what is in my heart, Lord. You know that I try
to live my life according to your commandments and
you also know that I often fail in my efforts. But, Lord,
you forgive me for my failings and give me the gift
of grace! All praise to you, Lord God!

