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Staff 

Pastor Erica Cunningham 

Cell: 563.505.6417  

Home: 507.320.1950 

Email: pastorerica1517@gmail.com 
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Cell: 507.402.1775 
 

Organist: Eileen Nelson Ness 

Custodian: Ray Smith 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 
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Tuesday, March 5 

5:00—6:30 pm 

2nd Annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper                        
Proceeds will benefit the Food for Backpacks Program.                    

Volunteers needed: set up, cook, kitchen help, serve and clean 
up. Sign up in the Gathering Space. 

Ash Wednesday, March 6 

Luncheon following the 11:00 a.m. service 

Served by Salem Over Sixty 

Freewill offering taken for the lunch 

Sign up in the Gathering Space if you plan to    

attend. 

ALL are welcome 



 

“Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. . .  

Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.” (Psalm 51)  

 

I think we are all tired of snow.  

 

Most of us can’t remember a winter that has been quite like this. 

Every few days another storm system moves through leaving sev-

eral inches of the white stuff behind. The snow pile in our parking lot keeps growing and growing and 

growing…  

 

Have you ever tried to remove a tough stain from a piece of white clothing? Sometimes it can seem like 

an impossible task. Often we want to attack the stain, scrub it away. But in our haste, we can end up 

making the stain even worse.  

 

We can do the same thing when our lives are marked by sin. It might help to think of sin as a condition 

as inescapable as our nationality or blood type. Best intentions will not eradicate sin. “For I do not do 

what I want, but I do the very thing I hate,” laments Paul (Romans 7:15). Only dying and rising with Je-

sus, to borrow his language, will keep sin from becoming our defining feature.  

 

Note my persistent use of the word sin. The Bible does not focus on the bag of tricks we are capable of 

deploying. “Mistakes were made.” “I used poor judgment.” “It was an unfortunate lapse of good sense.” 

The Bible does not depict God forgiving mistakes, poor judgments or lapses of one kind or another. God 

forgives sin. And sin is what keeps us from becoming the people God wants us to be.  

 

The varieties of words for sin in biblical Hebrew are mind-numbing in number. Yet all of them point to a 

hardness of heart or stiffness of neck that cause us to miss the mark, stray from the fold or overstep a 

line. However nasty or disrespectful we may be to an unsuspecting neighbor, stranger or friend, every 

sin is fundamentally a sin against God. “Against you, you alone, have I sinned,” utters the psalmist (Psalm 

51:4).  

 

Most stain removers advise you to spray the garment and gently blot away the stain. No scrubbing, no 

working your fingers to the bone, just gently blotting away the troubled spots. This is the same way God 

works. When your life is marked by sin, God lovingly blots away the offense. God doesn’t scrub you raw, 

or toss you aside. God gently feeds you with bread and wine, washes you with water, nourishes you with 

God’s word. And like magic, the stain in your life is gone.  

 

When the snow first falls, it is pretty, and clean, and white. It looks beautiful. But soon, it becomes dirty. 

Mud and grass and other debris gets mixed in. The snow goes from pure white to dirty gray. But soon, 

fresh snow falls, again turning the world clean.  

 

No matter how dirty your lives may be with sin, God will always wash you clean.  

Pastor Erica 



January Income: $ 9,645.00 

January Expenses:  $ 12,926.62 

January Income vs. Expense:  $ -3,281.62 

 

2019 Income: $ 9,645 

2019 From Schwab: $ 

2019 Other Transfers:  

2019 Expenses: $ 12,926.02 

2019 Income vs. Expense: $ -3281.62 

 

 

February Noisy Offering:  $  59.71 (First Presbyterian 

Food Shelf)      

2019 total: $ 59.71 

 

February Quiet Offering:  $ 110.41 

2019 total:  $ 110.41 

 

Financial Corner 

Join us for a service 

of Evening Prayer. 

Each week we will 

use scripture  

readings exploring 

dimensions of God’s 

love for us and the 

love of Christ  

we share. 



 

6 year old Travis Ness has been taking piano lessons for almost 

two years from his grandmother, Eileen Nelson Ness.  

But he’s always been fascinated by the organ. Every week, he 

loves watching his grandmother play and often gets to help 

play some of the pedal notes. When he gets a piano piece 

learned, Nelson Ness teaches him how to play it on the organ.  

Nelson Ness says, “Kids have such an open mind about all 

things, their minds are like little sponges. To ensure that we 

have organists in the future, we need to capture the interest of 

the next generation when they are little. Let them explore the 

sounds of the organ, let them play little songs for church. We 

need music to become a kinder and gentler people. It brings 

out the compassionate side of human beings. Being involved in 

the church at a young age will keep children involved as they 

become adults. It is simply a wonderful way to express their 

love for Christ.”  

Quote from Travis 

 

Any child interested in playing the organ should contact Eileen 

Nelson Ness at Salem Lutheran. 



 Fun 

at 

JAM  



 

March Noisy Offering 

Salvation Army Food Shelf 

All Donations in the month of March are matched by 
Minnesota FoodShare  

Minnesota FoodShare began its work in 1982 with a 
campaign advanced by congregations to restock food 
shelves in the 7-county Twin Cities Metropolitan Area. 
The effort was so successful and the need was so 
evident, the March Campaign became a statewide 
program just one year later. 
 
The largest grassroots food and fund drive in the 
state, the Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign brings 
together various community organizations, businesses, 
and faith communities to help stock nearly 300 food 
shelves statewide. 
 
In 2018, over $8.1 million dollars and 5.5 million 
pounds of food were raised by Minnesota food shelves 
and Minnesota FoodShare.   

Worship Assistants 

March 3: Kathy Paul                                                                                                                                            

March 6: Ash Wednesday                                                                                                                                          

-11:00 a.m. Sharon Dilling                                                                                                                                    

---5:30 p.m. Beth Spande                                                                                                                                            

March 10:                                                                                                                                                                

March 17:                                                                                                                                                              

March 24:                                                                                                                                                                       

March 31: 

Ushers                                                                                                                                                                       

March 3: Luhring Family                                                                                                                                     

March 6: Ash Wednesday                                                                                                                                               

-11:00 a.m.                                                                                                                                                       

-5:30 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                         

March 10:                                                                                                                                                            

March 17:                                                                                                                                                                 

March 24:                                                                                                                                                        

March 31: 

Greeters                                                                                                                                                                    

March 3:                                                                                                                                                                

March 10: Ash Wednesday                                                                                                                                    

11:00 a.m.                                                                                                                                                              

5:30 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                

March 17:                                                                                                                                                                     

March 24:                                                                                                                                                              

March 31: 

Flowers                                                                                                                                                                   

March 3: Sherman Family                                                                                                                                         

March 10-31 Lent – no flowers 

For Easter –Tulips & daffodils $10 each plant.  

Watch for form in bulletin and April Builder. 



 

Unofficial Council Hi-Lites (February 19, 2019) 

• The Treasurer report was adopted.  

• We had to use $8000 from the Schwab account to meet February ex-

penses. 

• We talked about removing the pile of snow from the parking lot 

• The next blood drive is in May 

• Monday Night Advent service went well. We will do one again in 2019 

• Ushers are reminded to stand in the Gathering Space and greeters by the stairs, this will 

help stop the bottleneck that happens as you enter the sanctuary. 

• In 2019 the Worship and Music Committee will oversee general church potluck and din-

ners. Each group is asked to do so for a year at a time. 

• We talked about concerns over finances and the need to be open and communicative 

with the congregation. 

• We decided that all church mailings need to be prepared at the church, preferably by a 

group of people and overseen by the Administrative Assistant. This assures that no one 

person has to do all the work.  

Church Council Members: 

President: Jim Gulbrandson   Vice President: Troy Waldemar 

Secretary: Joni Burns Duenes   Treasurer: Jose Duenes 

Worship & Music: Shari Budach   Budget/Finance: Mary Gulbrandson 

Church in Society/Missions: Donna Werner Outreach: Marianne DePoppe 

Education: Vacant     Youth: Vacant 

Building & Grounds: Paul Dilling   Stewardship: Kathy Paul 

 

Memorials  

Given in memory of Deb Beighley to: Salem General fund, Salem Youth, Salem Over Sixty, 

Back Pack Program,  Sew ‘ N Tell, Peace and Power (First Lutheran). 

Given in memory of Mary Xavier: Good Earth Village. 

Given in memory of Jay Johnsrud: Salem Altar Guild and Sa 



 

March 4: Randy Kolling, Holli Waldemar,  

Darleen Zimmerman 

March 6: Pauline Hall, Mary Nelson 

March 8: Deb Kolling 

March 10: Kash Petersen 

March 11: Brad Pirsig 

March 12: Mary Thompson 

March 16: Betty Kalis 

March 21: Charlotte Olson 

March 22: Whitney Reim Sr. 

March 24: Larry Lahs, Travis Ness 

March 25: Laura Delano 

Let us pray…. 
Please pray for the following:   

Shirley Eustis 

Anita Sande 

Art Anderson 

Emil Malakowsky 

Sharon Rol 
 

Those who mourn: Family and friends 

of  Clara Satre. 

Thank you to Salem members for cards 

and memorials for Jay Johnsrud who 

passed away in January.  Jay was             

baptized, confirmed and married at            

Salem and their son Adam was also 

baptized at Salem. 



God Will Carry Us Through Every Death:  

Worshiping with Children on Ash Wednesday 

Posted on February 11, 2019 by ELCA Worship  

Today’s post is by Miriam Schmidt, pastor/priest of All Saints in Big Sky, a shared ministry of the Episcopal 
and Lutheran (ELCA) Churches in Big Sky, Montana.  

Children know about death. More than we give them credit for. Many kids by the age of 5 or 7 have experi-
enced at least the death of a beloved pet, or even a family member or friend. They know what it is like one 
day to be able to burrow their face in a cat’s fur, hold their grandfather’s hand, hear the voice of an auntie 
calling their name, smell the vanilla scent of Nana; then the next day, to feel the sudden wretched absence 
that comes with death. There is no longer any way to touch or smell or hear or see the physical body of the 
one who has died. 

Children know about death, the aching hole it leaves behind; and if they do not know about it yet, they will 
soon enough. 

So it is important for us, as adults, to find ways to include our children in Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday is 
a gift of the church to us all. The day’s simple and stark ritual of ashes speaks honestly of death. We take dirt, 
ashes of palms (which do not look so different from the ashes of Uncle Bill or Cousin Rachel,) and press them 
onto each other’s foreheads. We say the old words: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall re-
turn. 

This act might be straight-up depressing, did we not mark the ashes in the shape of a cross. The same cross is 
marked on the foreheads of the newly baptized. The same cross is inscribed on every Christian forever. With 
Ash Wednesday’s cross of ashes, we are saying that even in the face of death, our loving God is as close as 
our skin. Jesus is smudged on us, rubbed into our flesh, so that when we weep with all our hearts for those 
who have died, we are not alone. God is this close – a cross on our foreheads. So we can live in hope that a 
God so close will carry us through every death, even our own. 

How does your congregation do at involving children in Ash Wednesday? Many children – not to mention 
their parents – will benefit from some preparation. Perhaps the children can help burn last year’s palms into 
Ash Wednesday’s ashes after worship on Transfiguration Sunday. On 
the day itself, maybe children can be invited forward before the Impo-
sition of Ashes to see and touch the ashes for themselves? Can they 
be allowed to mark their own cross? Or cross another child? After-
wards, on the first Sunday in Lent, can Ash Wednesday’s leftover ash-
es be brought out again and shown to those who forgot it even was 
Ash Wednesday, so they can see for themselves. 

This is what we did a few days ago: We traced ashes on foreheads in 
the shape of the cross. God is as close as the skin on our foreheads. 
Even in the face of death. 

http://blogs.elca.org/worship/1244/
http://blogs.elca.org/worship/1244/


What are the Major Challenges We Face as We Seek to Follow Jesus into a Changing World? 

By Bishop Steven Delzer 
delzer@semnsynod.org                                                                                                                   
During the first week of January, I attended the Bishops’ Academy, an annual continuing education 
event for ELCA bishops. The theme of this year’s academy was: “Caring for Our Common Home.” 
The presenters were Dr. Larry Rasmussen and Dr. Cynthia Moe-Lobeda, two of the ELCA’s crea-
tion care and climate change experts.                                                                                                            
One of the first statements they made was, “Climate change changes everything.” They described 
our present age as the “anthropocene age” – an epoch in which human dominance influences eve-
rything, an age in which everything turns on human choice and action. They stressed that we must 
see climate reality for what it is. But they also expressed the recognition that when we do see, we 
may have a sense of powerlessness to do anything about it.                                                                               
A lament in the midst of this presentation was that during the 2018 midterm elections there was little 
to no mention of the three greatest threats we face: climate change, inequality and poverty, and un-
tamed gun violence. I would also add racism and anti-immigration sentiment. These are the major 
challenges we face as we seek to follow Jesus into a changing world.                                                                     
As Dr. Moe-Lobeda stated, “Never before has the world so needed the Church to be the Church. 
The work of the Church is to see what’s going on, to see what could be, and to see more fully the 
power and presence of God leading us from what is to what could be.”                                                    
In the midst of the challenges we face, Dr. Moe-Lobeda emphasized five seeds of hope and power: 

1. Our Lutheran theology of the cross—God’s promise that there is nothing in all creation that can separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:38-39). 
2. Luther’s paradoxical understanding of who we are: Beloved children of God; Broken, sinful human be-
ings; the Body of Christ and Bearers of God’s love. 
3. Luther’s theology of neighbor love; my neighbor is whoever my life affects; neighbor love seeks the wel-
fare of the one who is loved. 
4. Luther’s insistence that God is in and through all creatures and creation. 
5. God’s promise that life in God is more powerful than all forms of death. 
Dr. Moe-Lobeda emphasized that “the Church is not dying, but by the power of the Spirit is erupting 
in new and exciting ways.” The challenge for us is: How do we, as the Church, follow Jesus into this 
changing world? A word of encouragement and invitation from Dr. Rasmussen was: “Creation care 
and environmental justice is an important inroad into relevance in society, especially among millen-
nials. How can we place this at the heart of ministry rather than it just being another add on to minis-
try?” 

I don’t have amazing answers to all the challenges. But as we seek to follow Jesus into this chang-
ing world, I often turn to a favorite source of reassurance that God will be with us and guide us—
Isaiah 43: 

Peace & Joy in Christ, 
Steve Delzer, Bishop 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

, 

  

 

 

 

1 

6:30 Men’s Bible 

Stuy 

2 

 

3 

 

9:00 Worship 

Coffee 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

5 

9:30 Staff Mtg. 

10:00 WELCA 

 

5-6:30 Shrove 

Tuesday Pancake 

6 

11 Ash Wed. 

Service with  

Luncheon 

1:30/2:45 Tai Chi 

5:30 Ash Wed. 

7 

  

 

 

               

 

8 

6:0 Men’s Bible 

Study     

 

 

 

9 

 

10  

9:00Worship 

Coffee 

 

 

 

 

11 

 

10:30 WELCA 

Study Leaders 

 

1:30Tai Chi 

 

12 

9:00 Sew ‘N Tell 

 

 

5:00 Worship & 

Music Mtg. 

 

13 

10:00 Staff 

1:00 WELCA 

Visitors 

1:30/2:45 Tai Chi 

 

5:30 Lenten  

14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

6:30 Men’s Bible 

Study 

 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

17 

9:00 Worship 

Coffee 

 

 

 

18 

 

1:30 Tai Chi 

 

 

 

19 

1:30 Marg. Haupt 

Salem Circle 

 

6:30 Council 

20 9:00 Mary 

Mag. Lydia 

10:00 Staff 

1:30/2:45 Tai  

3:30 JAM     5:30 

Lenten Servicek 

21 

 

 

 

6:00 Sarah   

Circle 

22 

6:30 Men’s Bible 

Study 

 

23 

24 

9:00 Worship 

Coffee 

 

 

 

25 

 

1:30 Tai Chi 

 

 

26 

 

9:00 Sew ‘N Tell 

27 

 10:00 Staff 

1:30/2:45 Tai Chi 

3:30 JAM 

5:30 Lenten 

Worship 

28 

 

 

 

29 

6:30 Men’s Bible 

Study 

30 

31 

9:00 Worship 

Coffee 
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THE SIMPLICITY OF PRAYER 

So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, 

to live according to the flesh - for if you live according 

to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to 

death the deeds of the body you will live.  For all who 

are led by the spirit of God are sons of God. 

                                     Romans 8:12 - 14 

 

Dear Lord, you show me the way to live and to rejoice 

in the love you have for me.  When I choose to sin rather 

than listen to you, my life is poorer for this failure.  But, 

when I bathe in the light of your word, I know that 

I am receiving your gifts.  I pray that I will set aside the 

things of this world and glory in your generous love. 

“Change Service Requested” 

The Builder ~ March 2019 


