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The Simplicity of Prayer
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching
the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled and the
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

Pastor Erica Cunningham
Cell: 563.505.6417
Home: 507.320.1950
Email: pastorerica1517@gmail.com
Secretary: Vicki Reichl
Email: secretary@salemalbertlea.org
Cell: 507.402.1775
Organist: Eileen Nelson Ness
Custodian: Ray Smith

Mark 1:14 - 15

You began your earthly ministry admonishing me to repent
of my sins and misdeeds, Lord. And, as you gave me the
word to repent, you gave me the gift of your words in
the gospel! Your love enfolds me as I listen to your words
and try to live by them. Praise to you, Lord!

Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday
8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
In This Issue:
Pastor’s Corner
Upcoming Events
June at Salem
Simplicity of Prayer

Circle Meetings in June
Margaret Haupt/Salem: Tuesday, June 19 at 11:30 a.m.
at Wedgewood Cove
Sarah: Thursday, June 21 at 5:30 p.m. for a picnic at Pioneer
Park.
Keep Salem Updated
Please try to keep us updated if you go into the hospital or rest home, move or
change your phone number or e-mail address. It makes things much easier. You or
your family member can call the church
office (373-2184) and leave a message or
call Pastor Erica or Vicki at home.

Dear Salem Lutheran Church members,
Thank you so much for the gifts and for celebrating this
special day with me. I had a really fun time and the cake
was really good! Everyone was really nice and I shook a
lot of hands!
Thanks again,
Lauren Rhodes
Thank you to Salem Lutheran Church for honoring the
graduates and to Sew ‘N Tell for the awesome quilt!
Thank you to all the people that greeted me and
congratulated me. I also very much appreciate receiving
a Salem scholarship to continue my education.
Sincerely, Nathan Reichl
Thank you Salem for the cross with words of God on it.
Morgan Luhring

Ju n e 2 0 1 8

“Salem Lutheran Church is a Christ-Centered Community,
building relationships, growing in faith,
and serving others."
Our mission statement says a lot about who we are as a
congregation. You may have noticed we are using a new
logo at Salem. This is mostly due to the fact that we do not own our old logo, and could not
get a digital copy of it. In order to use the logo previously, one had to literally cut it out and
paste it onto whatever one was using.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Since we wanted to update our newsletter to be more user friendly, and in order to print it
efficiently, we were unable to use the old logo. This new logo incorporates our mission statement with the symbols of a tree and water.
The symbol of a tree is found throughout scripture, starting in Genesis 2:9 “Out of the ground
the Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree
of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”
In scripture, trees represent growth, knowledge, food, shelter, hope, etc. “On either side of
the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and
the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.” (Revelation 22:2)
Water also has a lot of significance in scripture. The most obvious is the connection to Baptism. “And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
alighting on him. (Matthew 3:16)
Water symbolizes cleansing, salvation, eternal life, “but those who drink of the water that I
will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of
water gushing up to eternal life.” (John 4:14)
This new logo is a change, and change can be hard for
many of us. But the council feels this new logo will
serve us well as we embrace our mission statement in
Building Relationships ~ Growing in Faith ~ Serving
Others.
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Let’s go to the theater!
Join us on Sunday, July 15 for the
Albert Lea Community Theater’s performance of Beauty and the Beast.
We have reserved 20 tickets. Please
sign up in the Gathering Space if you
would like to attend. If you already
have season tickets, you may exchange your tickets to join us on the
15th. Following the performance, we
will gather back at Salem for supper.

Day Camp ~ Vacation Bible School
June 18—21st @ Edgewater Park
Grades 1—6: 9am—2pm
Ages 4—5: 9am—12pm
We are teaming up with Ingham Okoboki Lutheran Bible Camps
for Day Camp! Kids will encounter a week packed with Christcentered activities, games, arts and crafts, songs, and skits.
The week’s theme is SEEK FIRST from
Matthew 6:33. We hope you can join us for
Day camp! Registration forms are located in
the Gathering Space. Please talk to Pastor
Erica or Christie Ness if you have any
questions.

Worship Assistants
Assisting Minister:
June 3: Donna Werner
June 10: Jose Duenes
June 17: Marianne DePoppe
June 24: Kathy Paul
July 1: Donna Werner
Ushers: Scott & Pam Jacobsen, Tom
Eustis, Mark & Marcia Gayken

Flowers
June 3: Audrey Johannsen
June 10: open
June 17: Larry & Mary Lahs
June 24: Quesenberry family
A thank you to Whitney Reim & Nick
Grangruth for changing the banners (in
front of nave in the church).

THE ART OF GIVING
Last month, I wrote an article for the Builder as the beginning
of an on going discussion about the many aspects of stewardship. Because we are in a bit of a crisis at our beloved Salem
Lutheran Church, I focused upon the financial area of stewardship. Regrettably, our financial situation has worsened. The
$5,600 which was left in available funds in the Schwab account
has been withdrawn and used to pay on going operating expenses. That is the last of our available funds used to supplement shortfalls. So, that leaves our congregation with some
very difficult choices - are we able to contribute more financially on a regular basis, or are we at the point of having to drastically change the ways that we serve the congregation and the
community? As I stated in the article last month, we are the
“safety net” for Salem.

April Income: $14,107.00
Transfer from Schwab: $0
April Expenses: $15,550.68

Making changes is a most painstaking task - what changes
might you make if it were absolutely necessary to select the
things we would sacrifice due to insufficient funding? Weigh
what is needed versus what is wanted. Take a minute to select
the choices you might make if you had to take the steps to make
changes for the congregation:

May Quiet Offering: $ 156.05
2018 Total: $ 611.27

_____The church is open on Sunday and one day during the
week.
_____Increase my weekly giving.
_____Sell the public address system.
_____Printed materials and mailings reduced.
_____Minimize regular upkeep tasks.

HELP NEEDED
We will need help for our Ice Cream
Social. We need people to help set-up,
serve, and clean up. If you are available, please call the church office or
sign up in the Gathering Space.

We will be using a Thrivent Action
Team grant to purchase the ice cream
and supplies, and will have a free will
donation. Money raised will go to
building maintenance.

Financial Corner

_____Reduce staff time (is part of having fewer open hours).
_____ Other (please list)
Please consider increasing your pledge and pray for the future
health of our church.
It has been here for us through happy times and sad times. We
need to keep that wonderful support for our Christian family
here at Salem!
Kathy Paul,
Stewardship Chair

2018 Income: $41,097.56
2018 From Schwab: $16,000
2018 Expenses: $58,306.63
May Noisy Offering: $ 105.79
2018 Total: $ 479.35

VI Nelsen turns 102!
Sunday, June 10, 2018
1:00—2:00
Knutson Place
Join us for cookies, lemonade, and coffee as we
celebrate with Vi!
(If you are able to donate some cookies, please call the church office)

THE BRIDGE
A Monthly Resource from the Southeastern Minnesota Synod
HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2018 SYNOD ASSEMBLY
The 2018 assembly was held on May 4-5 at the Verizon
Center in Mankato. The theme was, “Celebrating Our
Global Congregation.” Global guests were welcomed
from Tanzania and Colombia including Bishop Atahualpa
Hernandez, Pastor Angelica Bernate, Bishop Dr. Alex
Mkumbo, Wilhelmina Pamba Augustine, Pastor Emmanuel Kaghondi and Pastor Deborah Lyanga.

The 2019-2020 budget was passed.
Rev. Mark Boorsma & Deacon Mary Kay DuChene introduced the current Committee on the Election of a Bishop. They also described the Landscape process which will
be one of the tools our synod uses as we make our way
to next year’s 2019 Synod Assembly on May 31-June 1
when a new bishop will be elected.

Jodie Archer concluded her tenure as our synod’s secreOne resolution came before the assembly and was
tary and expressed a special message of gratitude with
passed regarding minimum compensation guidelines for
the assembly.
2019.
Bishop Delzer shared his annual report and highlighted
On Friday afternoon, attendees had the opportunity to
the ways our synod is developing leaders, equipping conparticipate in three sessions: 1) A Conversation with the
gregations and accompanying global partners!
Bishops, 2) Women of the Global South, and 3) Global to
$55,961.14 was raised during the assembly offerings!
Local: Bringing it Home.
This money will be directed toward specific ministries
A Global Banquet took place on Friday evening with
taking place in Colombia, South Sudan and Tanzania.
amazing cuisine and entertainment from the St. Olaf
Photo albums and resources at http://semnsynod.org/
South Sudanese Children’s Choir, Veselica, and the Kuarchive.
bisa Family.

Monday Night Worship
Join us at 5:30 pm on
June 18, 2018
July 16, 2018
August 20, 2018
September 17, 2018
For a service of Evening Prayer with Holy Communion.

A HUGE Thank You to everyone to
helped at our Rummage Sale! To all
those who set up, priced, sorted,
moved, took money, brought baked
goods, donated items, helped clean
up afterwards, we couldn’t have
done it without you!
We made just over $1400. Some of
that money will go towards a new
freezer for the kitchen, and part of
it will go to kick of the new roof
fund.
The Interiors committee will be
meeting to determine how we want
to use the rest of the money.

Worship services were held on Friday and Saturday
morning as well as Friday afternoon. Pastor Deborah
Lyanga preached on Friday, and Bishop Steve Delzer
preached on Saturday. Pastor Benyam Kassahun, ELCA
Program Director for East and Southern Africa Regions,
shared a greeting from churchwide as well as updates on
South Sudan. He also read this poem.

A BRIEF INTERVIEW WITH REV. TIM EHLING OF THE
SYNODICAL LEADER GRANT TEAM
WHAT IS THE MISSION OF YOUR GROUP?
To provide funding for leaders at various intersections of
their calling in ministry, and to support and encourage
conversation with pastors and congregations on clergy
and congregational health, wellness, and life-long learning.

There were two ballots voted on during assembly. Elections were held for synod committees/teams as well as
2019 churchwide assembly voting members. New council members were installed.

HOW MIGHT INDIVIDUALS AND CONGREGATIONS IN THE
SYNOD SUPPORT YOU AND THE MINISTRY WITH WHICH
YOU ARE INVOLVED?
Pray for us. Invite our team to your church for conversation and guidance on health, wellness, and life-long
Representatives from Portico, the Lutheran Campus Cen- learning potential within the ministry settings you serve.
Take advantage of the resources available to clergy and
ter - Winona, Crossroads Campus Ministry - Mankato
congregations for continuing education, debt reduction,
and the Mission Investment Fund came to the mic to tell seminary scholarships, and the amazing gift to pastor
about the Spirit’s movement in their ministries.
and congregation of a sabbatical.
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June Birthdays

Let us pray….

Congratulations to

(the following June birthday names are

Please pray for the following: Jeanette

Morgan Sophia Luhring

from the active membership list we have

Ophaug, Pat Hayek, Elaine Manges,

Lauren Annette Rhodes

on file. If there are additions or correc-

Clara Satre, Deb Stolarcek, Larry Sunde,

tions please contact the church office at
373-2184).
June 2: Andrea Rhodes
June 4: Sue Heilman
June 5: Derek Sternhagen/Konner Dowd-

On their Affirmation of Baptism!

Bev Sunde, Roger Hanna, Dean Beighley, Holly Krekula, Shirley Eustis.
Those who mourn: Family and friends of
Charles Harty (husband of Mary Harty).

Mincks
June 8: Vi Nelsen/Travis Johnson
June 9: Shellby Ewing
June 10: Braylon Petersen
June 11: Alissa Allison/Luke Cheever
June 13: Bev Flinn
June 14: Corey Amanson/Elaine Manges/
Leland Dilling
June 16: Beth Edwards
June 17: Vicki Reichl
June 18: Kathy Reim/Derek Rothmeier
June 20: Austin Anderson
June 21: Kathy DePoppe
June 22: Roger Bakken

Congratulations to

June 23: Olene Eckert/ Travis Schaunce /

Kalli Citurs

Anne Sternhagen

Presley Duenes

June 25: Judd Bonnerup

Dayna Edwards

June 27: Jim Osmundson

Zach Edwards

June 28: Pat Gjersvik/Isabella Gilderhus

Jake Johnsrud

June 29: Ron Woodside

Nathan Reichl

A big thank you to all for the cards and good
wishes, calls, visits, cookies, the Eagle throw
from the Sew ‘N Tell ladies. And last but not
least , thanks for all the prayers and to
Pr. Erica for her visit. It was all much
appreciated.
God bless,
Roger Hanna

on your graduation from
High School!
Each of the graduates
were presented with a
quilt from
Sew ‘N Tell.

Assembly 2018 Overview
The 2018 Synod Assembly took place on Friday & Saturday, May 4-5, at the Verizon Center
in Mankato. The theme was "Celebrating Our Global Congregation."
Global guests were welcomed from Tanzania and Colombia including Bishop Atahualpa
Hernandez, Pastor Angelica Bernate, Bishop Dr. Alex Mkumbo, Wilhelmina Pamba Augustine, Pastor Emmanuel Kaghondi and Pastor Deborah Lyanga.
One resolution came before the assembly and was passed regarding minimum compensation
guidelines for 2019.
Bishop Mkumbo and Bishop Hernandez each led a Bible study during assembly.
On Friday afternoon, attendees had the opportunity to participate in three sessions: 1) A
Conversation with the Bishops, 2) Women of the Global South, and 3) Global to Local:
Bringing it Home. The three videos from "Global to Local" highlighting Hospitality, Reconciliation and Adapting are available on the Synod’s Youtube channel.
A Global Banquet took place on Friday evening with amazing cuisine and entertainment
from the St. Olaf South Sudanese Children's Choir, Veselica, and the Kubisa Family.
Worship services were held on Friday and Saturday morning as well as Friday afternoon.
Pastor Deborah Lyanga preached on Friday, and Bishop Steve Delzer preached on Saturday.

Unofficial Council Hi-Lites (May 15, 2018)
- Pastor Erica reported rummage sales of $1,400. Suggestions as how the

money could be spent were given by Pastor A thank you was given to all
that donated items or time.
-Building & Grounds: Paul Dilling reports that the water softener is going
thru a lot of salt so repair work may be needed. Also that the snow blower
seems to be kaput. Paul wants the council to think about getting a new one by next winter.
Paul made a complaint to the city on the standing water in the alley way.
-Education: Christie Ness reported that JAM is complete and that she and Pr. Erica are
exploring options for fall and what next educational steps the church should take.
Volunteers may be needed for preschool at VBS.
-Outreach: Marianne DePoppe reported needing volunteers for the May 30-31 Blood Drive.

Pastor Benyam Kassahun, ELCA Program Director for East and Southern Africa Regions,
shared a greeting from churchwide as well as updates on South Sudan.

-Stewardship: Kathy Paul requested feedback on the Biuilder article “The Art of Giving”.
Kathy will continue to write a monthly article for the Builder.

There were two ballots voted on during assembly. Elections were held for synod committees/teams as well as 2019 churchwide assembly voting members.

-Council to fill vacancies.

Awards were granted.

-Invite a friends Sunday this fall.

Representatives from Portico, the Lutheran Campus Center - Winona, Crossroads Campus
Ministry - Mankato and the Mission Investment Fund came to the mic to tell about the
Spirit's movement in their ministries.

--Downstairs freezer out of commission. Paull continues to get estimates.
-Upcoming ice cream social.

The 2019-2020 budget was passed.
Rev. Mark Boorsma & Deacon Mary Kay DuChene introduced the current Committee on the
Election of a Bishop. They also described the Landscape process which will be one of the
tools our synod uses as we make our way to next year's 2019 Synod Assembly on May 31June 1 when a new bishop will be elected.
New council members were installed.
Jodie Archer concluded her tenure as our synod's secretary and expressed a special message of gratitude with the assembly.
Bishop Delzer shared his annual report and highlighted the ways our synod is developing
leaders, equipping congregations and accompanying global partners!
$55,961.14 was raised during the assembly offerings! This money will be directed toward specific ministries taking place in Colombia, South Sudan and Tanzania.
Beth Spande, Eileen Nelson Ness attended as delegates along with Pastor Erica, and Craig
Nelson, retiring from the Synod Council.

2018 Church Council Members:
President: Jim Gulbrandson

Vice President: Troy Waldemar

Secretary: Joni Burns Duenes

Treasurer: Jose Duenes

Worship & Music: Shari Budach

Budget/Finance: Mary Gulbrandson

Church in Society/Missions: Donna Werner Outreach: Marianne DePoppe
Education: Christie Ness

Youth: Vacant

Building & Grounds: Paul Dilling

Stewardship: Kathy Paul

-

