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Worship: Sunday 9:00 am 

Church Address: 

115 N Washington Ave 

Albert Lea MN 56007 

Phone: 507.373.2184 

Fax: 507.377.8990 

Website: salemalbertlea.org 

 

Staff 

Pastor Erica Cunningham 

Cell: 563.505.6417  

Home: 507.320.1950 

Email: pastorerica1517@gmail.com 
 

Secretary:  Vicki Reichl 

Email: secretary@salemalbertlea.org 

Cell: 507.402.1775 
 

Organist: Eileen Nelson Ness 

Custodian: Ray Smith 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 

9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p,m. 
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Upcoming Events 

July at Salem 

 

The Builder 
July 2019 

Salem Lutheran Church, ELCA 

 

 

 

 

Monday Night  

Worship 

 

 

We will again gather on the third Monday of every 

month for a reflective service of readings and hymns. 

 

July 15, 2019 

5:30 pm 

WELCA 

You are invited to an Encore Piano Performance 

By Clayton Reedstrom                                                          

(grandson of Marianne DePoppe) 

On Wednesday, July 17th at 7:00 p.m. at                                       

Emmons Lutheran Church 

 

 



 

We had a very exciting discussion come up in the “Happenings in 

Albert Lea” Facebook group this past week. One person asked if 

Albert Lea had a “Blessing Box”. This question generated a lot of 

discussion and excitement on the possibility of offering this ser-

vice in Albert Lea. 

For those who don’t know, a “Blessing Box” or “Little Free Pan-

try” is similar to the Little Free Libraries you see around town. Except instead of books, these contain 

food and other necessities. 

The first Little Free Pantry was put up by Jessica McClard in Fayetteville, Arkasas in 2016. Since then 

thousands have popped up around the world. McClard said the Little Free Pantry movement has 

worked because it has created space for people to be neighbors. 

"Just one small, empty box is often a jumping-off point for other service, which is not what I would have 

anticipated," said McClard. "Folks are collecting for brick-and-mortar pantries because they got started 

through this, or engaging in some other form of community service after being connected through the 

pantry." 

But McClard is quick to point out that these pantries are not meant to take the place of larger, tradition-

al shelters or food banks. "Little Free Pantries are different in that there is a reciprocity component; 

they fulfill a need to connect or give back," McClard said. 

Food banks have employees that need to go home, she noted, but Little Free Pantries can make food 

available for those who need it 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

The pantries often contain shelf stable items, feminine hygiene products, toiletries, and diapers. Fresh 

fruits and vegetables are also very popular. While the pantries are available for anyone who needs food, 

they are also available for anyone to leave food. Many Little Free Pantries have the phrase, “Take what 

you need, bring what you can” painted on them. 

The idea is that food is always available. When people are in need, there is something available. But 

there may come a time in their life when they can also donate food or items for others. It is also a great 

way to bring the community together. 

At our June council meeting, we approved putting a little free pantry in front of Salem. Troy Waldemar 

graciously offering to oversee having one built for 

us. We are very excited about this opportunity to 

help feed Albert Lea’s hungry!  

We will also need the communities help in keep-
ing the pantry stocked. If you are interested in be-

coming involved, please check out our Facebook 
page, “Albert Lea Blessing Box/Little Free Pantry.” 



May Income: $  14,989.90 

May Expenses:  $ 13,143.05 

May Income vs. Expense:  1,846.85 

 

2019 Income: $ 68,818.15 

2019 From Schwab: $ 19,718.90 

2019 Other Transfers:  

2019 Expenses: $ 67,221.77 

2019 Income vs. Expense: 1,596.38 

 

 

June  Noisy Offering:  $  81.90 ELCA World Hunger                                                      

2019 total: $ 462.14 

June  Quiet Offering:  $ 106.74 

2019 total:  $ 569.39 

 

Financial Corner 

 

Come see State Fair 

At Marion Ross Theater! 

Sunday, July 14, 2019 

 

$20 Adults/$10 Students  

Sign up in the Gathering Space 

 

 

Dinner following at Wedgewood Cove. 

 

 



 

2019 Synod Assembly In Review 

The 2019 Southeastern Minnesota Synod Assembly took place at the Mayo Civic Center in Rochester on 
May 31-June 1. During the gathering, Rev. Regina Hassanally was elected as the synod's next bishop! 
We rejoice and give thanks! 

Rev. Eric Barreto served as this year's Bible Study leader. Presiding Bishop Eaton was the churchwide 
representative and officiated over the balloting process. Current synod bishop, Rev. Steven Delzer, 
shared his final Report of the Bishop during assembly; his retirement begins on August 31. We rejoice 
in the Spirit's movement throughout the entire assembly, and we give thanks for all who were involved 
in the planning and preparation of this sacred gathering! 

We also extend special thanks to all involved in the process of calling our next synod bishop - from as-
sembly voters, to the Committee on the Election of Bishop, to the nominees! Thank you!  

The offering total from the two assembly worship services is over $40,000 (the final number will be 
shared next week after all gifts have been received). Thank you for your generosity! This year's offering 
will support Good Earth Village, Luther Seminary, and our two campus ministries in Winona and Man-
kato! 

For more photos and highlights from the event, please visit the synod's Facebook page .Additional pho-
tos and videos from assembly will be posted in the coming weeks. 

Save the Dates: 
• Bishop Delzer's Retirement Farewell: August 18, Our Savior's Lutheran Church, Faribault 
• Office of the Bishop Staff Farewell Open House: August 27, Assisi Heights, 3-5PM 
• Installation of New Bishop, Rev. Regina Hassanally: September 14 at 1PM at St. John Lutheran 

Church in Owatonna 

Bishop Elect Rev. Regina Hassanally 

Salem’s Representatives: Craig Nelson, Eileen Ness,  

Pr. Erica Cunningham 



SOS Picnic 

Thursday, August 8th  

11:30 a.m. 

Potluck INDOOR Picnic 

In the Lower Auditorium  

Of Salem 

“no mosquitos or weather worries” 

Plates, cups, napkins, forks will be fur-

nished along with the coffee and water. 

Questions? 

Call Lois at 373-8715 or Karen at 373-4085 

 

Save the Date! 

Fall Rummage Sale 
September 6 and September 7 

 

We are in need of items to sell and workers.  

Donations can be dropped off at the church during office hours. To drop of items at other times, please contact Pastor Erica. 

 



 

July Noisy Offering 
 

Salvation Army Food Shelf 
 

The Albert Lea Salvation Army assists residents of Freeborn 
County with a wide range of basic needs services, including a 

daily meal program.  
 

Pantry hours: Our food pantry hours are now 2-4 PM , Monday- 
Friday 

 
Our Daily Bread Community Meal Program: Mondays through 

Fridays from 11:30am to 12:30pm. 
 

When hard times hit, make us your first call. No matter what the 
need - physical, emotional or spiritual - we're here to help. 

From meeting your most basic needs to outlining the path to 
long-term solutions, we can help you overcome the obstacles 

you face today and provide hope for tomorrow. 
Local programs and services include: 

    Food pantry 
    Our Daily Bread community lunch meal  

    Utility assistance 
    After-school program 

    Summer hot lunch for children (June - August) 
    Christmas assistance 

    Clothing, furniture, household items, personal needs 
    Counseling 

    Men's and women's ministries 
    Disaster relief services  

 

Worship Assistants  

July 7:  

July 14: 

July 21: 

July 28: 

 

Ushers 

July 7: 

June 14: 

July 21: 

July 28: 

 

Greeters: 

July 7: 

July 14:  

July 21: 

July 28: 

 

 

Flowers   

July 7: Elwood & Valta Hestness 

July 14: Gene & Sharon Weckwerth 

July 21: Larry & Cindy Enderson 

July 28: Anderson/Reichl family 

 

Coffee Hour 

  

 

 

 



Unofficial Council Hi-Lites (June 18, 2019) 

 -Meeting called to order  and devotions were given. 

-The Secretary’s Report and Treasurer’s Reports were adopted. 

-Pastor Erica reported that four Salem kids are attending VBS.  She also 

asked for prayers for her Grandmother Dorothy.  Will need a pulpit supply 

for June 23.  Harmony Junction will be sharing their music with us also. 

-Building & Grounds: Paul Dilling reported that in July Reim Roofing and 

Bruce Hagen will check roof and possibly spray a sealant on outside of building to stop leaks. 

Caps on top of church need repairs.  Stained glass windows—choir loft leaking.  Motion to fix 

stained glass windows was made, seconded and carried.. 

-Outreach: Marianne DePoppe reported there will be a blood drive at Salem on June 28th. 

-LEAD Training: Tabled for now. 

-Little Free Pantry: Staples and toiletries, etc.  Salem will be the site.  Troy Waldemar will make 

the building and get some help.  Motion made, seconded and carried to do this. 

-Next meeting July 16th, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

Church Council Members: 

President: Jim Gulbrandson   Vice President: Troy Waldemar 

Secretary: Patti Cotton               Treasurer: Vacant 

Worship & Music: Shari Budach   Budget/Finance: Mary Gulbrandson 

Church in Society/Missions: Donna Werner Outreach: Marianne DePoppe 

Education: Vacant     Youth: Vacant 

Building & Grounds: Paul Dilling   Stewardship: Kathy Paul 

` 

 

 



July 7: Deb Stolarcek 

July 14: Bob Cotton 

July 19: Kermit Iverson 

July 22: Judy Dilling, Jim Gulbrandson, 

Drake Sternhagen 

July 23: Ruth Boelter 

July 24: Velma Bonnerup 

July 25: Colin Ulve 

July 26: Tamra Redig 

July 27: Lois Anderson, Michele Reim 

July 28: Mike Luhring                                          

July 31: Deb Pirsig 

 

 

Let us pray… 
 

Please pray for the following:   

Shirley Eustis 

Emil Malakowsky 

Sharon Rol  

Mary Stevens 

Rodney Jacobson 

Pauline Hall 
 

The family of Alice Daffinrud (mother 

of Rodney Jacobson). 
 

The family of Dorothy Cunningham  

(grandmother of Pr. Erica). 

  

Family & friends of Anita Sande. 

 

 
 

 





A Call to Discipleship: An invitation from Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry, The Episcopal Church Presiding 
Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Archbishop and Primate Fred Hiltz, Angli-
can Church of Canada National Bishop Susan C. Johnson, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada. More in-
formation at https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/7983.  

What is the Arusha Call? Together with all 319 members of the World Council of Churches (WCC), our 
churches have received the Arusha Call, the report from a gathering in Tanzania in March 2018 which exam-
ined the current practice and understanding of Christian mission. For this task the WCC’s Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism assembled more than a thousand participants, whose diversities of cultural 
backgrounds and denominational traditions were unprecedented at this recurring conference:                            
What does the Arusha Call say to our churches? This Call helpfully comes to us at a decisive moment, as 
our four churches commit anew to engage together the challenges and opportunities of faithful mission in our 
fast-changing contexts. We are mindful especially of seeking racial justice, of honouring the Quad-Centennial 
(1619-2019) of the forced trans-Atlantic transportation of enslaved African persons to this continent; of chal-
lenging theologies which have endorsed dispossession of Indigenous Peoples; and of strengthening our sup-
port for the displaced and dispossessed seeking new beginnings in our midst. We welcome this witness from 
Christians around the world. The Call is a document of realism and of joy, of honest assessment and of hope 

for transformation, of trust in the way of Christ and in the power of the Spirit.  Especially, we lift up these fea-
tures of the Call, which gives voice to many of the same convictions increasingly emphasized in our four 
churches: 

• It identifies deepening the discipleship of Christians as the primary missional and evangelical concern, knowing that 
the Gospel truly lived is the best form of witness to it. 

• It defines mission in a manner that seeks to move away from colonialist perspectives, understanding that it is not 
the work of the Church directed “to the margins” but God’s work originating “from the margins.” 

• It insists that all mission and evangelism must be integrated and holistic, not endorsing any false dichotomy be-
tween a spiritual salvation and the transformation of social, economic, racial, environmental, and gender injustices. 

• It understands that as the Church is called into “active collaboration” in God’s mission, this responsibility rests not 
only with those who serve in offices of leadership in the Church; it relies on a renewal of the vocations and ministry of 
all the baptized. Read in our cultural settings, the Call provides a common touchstone in the continued shaping of our 
full communion efforts in mission and evangelism across the national border which separates us. 
This full communion is an important sign of our deepening unity as churches in ministry together on this land 
long known to many as Turtle Island, the continent of North America. We thus commend the Arusha Call to 
Discipleship to our four churches as we expand and deepen the relationships of full communion among us. 
May our growth in unity also lead us to a “personal and communal conversion, and a transforming disciple-
ship,” for sake of God’s mission in the world.                                               We make this commendation recog-
nizing, as did the Arusha message, that “this is not a call that we can answer in our own strength, so the call 
becomes, in the end, a call to prayer: Loving God, we thank you for the gift of life in all its diversity and beauty. 
Lord Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, we praise you that you came to find the lost, to free the oppressed, to 
heal the sick, and to convert the self-centered. Holy Spirit, we rejoice that you breathe in the life of the world 
and are poured out into our hearts. As we live in the Spirit, may we also walk in the Spirit. Grant us faith and 
courage to deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow Jesus: becoming pilgrims of justice and peace in our 
time. For the blessing of your people, the sustaining of the earth, and the glory of your name. Through Christ 
our Lord, Amen. 

https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/7983


 Ju ly  2019  

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 

10:00 Staff Mtg. 

 

4 

Closed 

5 

6:30 Men’s Bible 

Study 

6 

 

7 

9:00 Worship 

 

Coffee 

 

 

 

 

8 

 

2:30 Grief 

Group 

 

9 

9:00 Sew ‘N Tell 

  

10 

10:00 Staff Mtg. 

1:00 Shut-In  

Visits 

11 

  

 

 

           

 

12 

6:0 Men’s Bible 

Study     

 

 

 

 

13 

 

14 

9:00 Worship 

Coffee 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

5:30 Monday  

Night Worship 

16 

 

 

 

6:30 Church  

Council Meeting 

 

 

17 

10;00 Staff Mtg. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 

 

 

BUILDER  

ARTICLES 

DUE 

 

 

19 

6:30 Men’s Bible 

Study 

20 

 

 

 

 

21 

9:00 Worship 

Coffee 

 

 

 

 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

9:00 Sew ‘N Tell 

 

 2:30 Grief Group 

 

 

 

24 

10:00 Staff Mtg. 

 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 

6:30 Men’s Bible 

Study 

 

27 

28 

9:00 Worship 

Coffee 

 

 

 

 

29 

 

 

30 

 

 

31 

10:00 Staff Mtg. 
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“Change Service Requested” 

The Builder ~ July 2019 

THE SIMPLICITY OF PRAYER 
  

Preserve me, O God, for in thee I take refuge. 
I say to the Lord, “Thou art my Lord; 

I have no good apart from thee.” . . .Those who 
choose another god multiply their sorrows;. . .” 
                                                  Psalm 16: 1 – 2, 4 

  
Indeed, dear Lord, you are my refuge, my island 

of love and safety in this difficult world.  It is impossible 
to think of how difficult life would be without your all 

encompassing love!  For those who do not choose your 
love and glory, their lives will reflect the absence of your 

caring help.  I pray for them!  


